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PREFACE.

Tue following pages were first presenled to the public
in a series of articles, through the New York Tribune.
The writer had thought much and earncstly upen these and
kindred subjects; and it had been her design to leave
a work to be published after her death, in which the Great
Contract, or Marriage, should be fully considered. This
plan is probably superseded by the present work, and
perhaps it is in better harmony with a courageous and
frank character of mind, fo present itsell to the world while
“in the flesh,” and thus abide the issue, giving the public a
tangible object upon which to expend its blows, rather than
leaving it the discomfort of feeling its strength wasted in
 thin air.”

If the present volume is level with publie opinion, it will
probably sail on the full tide of success, prosperous in

the immediate, to he forgotten in the future; if in oppo-
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WOMAN AND HER NEEDS,.
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of o series of grievances demanding re(];oa;flrt ey
moment they are morally bound to‘mzlt. e fL u,t -

ion vital inda.ctiou, and to do what in them 1es. 0 ¢ _
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the pang is felt, a wrong exists—the 810“? :110“'? b
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and an unfaltering trust in the good might hely
redregs,
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10 WOMAN AND HER NEEDS,

Whatever difference of opinion may exist a.mongsf
Us as to the Propreety of the recent Conventions 11?1;
in our Country, called “Woman’s Rights,” tht_’ﬂ f’“c
stands by itself g har'l'dwriting on the wall, proclaiming
& Sense of wrong, g sense of
redress, and thig 1s fact enon gh to justify the MOVEINE! t
to all candig eyes. Indeed enough to render it PURLSES
Wworthy. For one, L am glad to see that our Republic
has produceq a class of women, who, feeling the Need
of a larger Sphere and a better recognition, Lave ﬂ_ﬂ't
clearness of intellect and strength of purpose by which
they 80 to work reso]ute]y to solve the difficulty.
Tllley Might stay gt home and fret ang dawdle; be
Mmiserahle themselves and malke all within their sphere
Mmiserahle Iikewise; but instead of this, they meet and
talle the magqer over, devise Plans, explain difienlties,
;‘Elifilrsie social oppressions and politieal disabilities,

AE tllflzisof»?;ld:ll ?1% Something Permanently good.
gress of in.f.st-ituti(’)r;sllilimw:g llatm-fﬂly ﬂﬁom th.e Lrer
are fearlessly di&scus‘sed\ ‘13 1;1 OWI, in which opinions
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; Hngs that any
ndifforent to topics -

LI = mno
something demanding

class in OUr i
of generp: .
ey i : such shoyulg feel the
L abntemant T]. out M uiriy g into hy best means
. oment, athers plonte 5
AT e » ﬁ-(:j ;,Op] anted thep, selves
o bl : &l =SSO
lienalle Tights of 1 fo, 1 .

» Cladme,
Piness, the

: : d the ing.
_ ) UOSIEY. sad tha urs
_ J mighg 1, e i
their g

iﬁ of hﬂp-
aughters v

A -_F that a4 some day
_ uld sig thorgugly he inj

( o Wi SUY their opipigne

and th‘cu mn.l:equr.-ncca, atd c'larino‘ly cl o

Same rightg, B '

llenge the

PUBLIC RIDICULE. g

rmpathize with a Conven-
TFor myself, I may not Sympathlxedx i
ti I Iﬁay not feel that the best mode of arriving « .
lon— : its sinolenes
truth to my own mind—I may feel that its smglenccs} 'Od
I : g
import would be lost to me while standing in ﬂ‘le 80 ;
i inqui - j ns do
3]‘[‘1112111); of associated inquiry; b'ut these olIJJectl.mee
}wt apply to the majority of minds, and T rev ;
: I 1 <) FeTOIno
heir search in their own way, the many conve g i%
f'lelil f nany minds all bent upon the same point,
1gnts of many ; "
ven although I myself peer about with my solitary
even a gh °
lantern. o3 b e
These Conventions have called forth from t_ e
rand jubilee of ridicule *from D‘m‘e\e en
e glm;; ’9 if it were the funniest thing in the
Beersheba,” as 1 f k. i
orld for ?hum*m beings to feel the evils foppl':zlss g
s : kk round for redress.
themselves or others, and to look round for re i
wor i iry lways come un
- if Inquiry must alwa
t would seem as : s cor -
%) ’ and broadcloth—it must be mustachioed m;l
aver a -
1 . led—and yet the graceful Greck made the quz]z
arded—s Z .
i Lf ainine.  Truth, too, 1s feminine, but then she
1ty 1en S § 0 3 s
) t have a masculine exponent to the modern ear, 10
s VG cliz o r
he becomes absurd. I do not exactly see how she
she 20 o hlde - e o e
hould be so changed when needed for our sex, fio
sh § ! Lol g
hat she is when performing good offices for the othe
But o h of trifling. The state of things thus ap-
But enough of B pelBiE | g
ing in our own day i just the state we mig :
?‘33“] 2 1 'Ied would take place at some time. We
Y e ; PR N e, )
must, incct it, recognize it, and help to direct it 1\]1 h}l
nns > ¢ . 1 . pl
It argues great things for Woman, and through i
the Wi Ve have Needs becoming more anc
for the world, We he o
nore tangible and urgent, and now is the
Mmore tangible and urgent,
sider what they are. .
i sq of " sex so well cared lor,
There is o large class of our sex so
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DAUGHTERS oF SUFFERING.

“whom the winds of heaven are not allowed to visit
too roughly,” whe are hemmed in by conventional
forms, and by the appliances of wealth, till they can
form no estimate of the sufferings of their less fortu-
nate sisterg, Perhaps T do wrong to say less fortu-
hate, for suffering to g woman occupies the place of
labor to g man, giving a breadth, depth, and fullness,
ot otherwise attaineqd. Therefore let her who is called
to suffer heware hoy she despises the eross which it
tmplies; rathey let her glory that she is accounted

worthy to receiye this testimony to the capabilities of
her sou,

.But there 15, as I have said, a class wnconseious of
Fhls beariug; delica.t.e, amiﬂble, ]OVely even; but lim-
Neg an.d superficial.  Mhege follow the bent of their
maseuline friengs and admirers, ang lisp protty ridi
(:ule’abom; the folly of u Woman's Rights” and “ Wo-
man’s Movement.s_n These sai s 11'320(1 ool
Gl:fa?ge f}{j a0y kind ; indeeq they are denied that com-
i e of thought by whigl they could hold

ea-rings.a gllotlitzf ?ssibjsiii“;he mind, and gee its
which they Pretend noy 44 Ot grown-up mystery
omprehend, supposing it

to have grady,
Present size and

shape fropm Ad ]
Chureh Bishops, » °Y matural gradation, like

‘Then there ig another class doory d
vice, }abor of hody and sou] iy all 1110

;['et?tzltl..ODS- Daughters_ of Fs;lffe;inrr 16’
blmg mfluence 5 too wealk jn thonn'lcﬂ-“
cern the hest good; op it may bé ?;0(:
to resist the zﬂlm‘ernems of ﬁhe imm,

to dobasement,

T terrible mg, 11-

ithout its enng-

6 may be, to dig.
Strong ip

) Passion
ediate .
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NOBLE WOMANHIOOD.

ities of life
) . s s sad realities of I
be ignorant ouly, they wale ko the.k’_rt These are the
too late to find rvedress for its evils. 1036 © rere
. ; infinite Pity would weep as 1t w
kind over whom infinite Pi By i
drops of blood, These may scoff’ at }e.lol ', Ttie
7 L . at of despalr. b
the scoffing of a lost Sprit, o1 th(.lt 1 ]ilo'ht of infi-
the blind ntterance of regions denied tle\[D e o
L OT el el
nite love, and condemned to the Fata Morg
depraved vision. - capable of thought,
Then come the class of our sex cap‘-h - to be called
of impulse, of responsibility—the worthy e e
Woman. Not free from faults any 1?31161 ‘ mity
) hat fu 1nme )
strong of the other sex, but of ¢ hich loves and
which may sometimes err, but yot ;];e‘sc inelude all
secks for the true and the good. hatever shape,
who are identified with suffering, 1 W —]?en suffering
1 from whatever cause; for these, w nd 2
and irom whateve n acts even, have that fund o
S a P 1811 OWIL § y -
Procecds from thei .t that they perceive and ac
greatness or goodness lc r J ] t they are. These are
) T |gar - Site O \\r 1[1 ' ! ‘ r
knowledge the AEPRERS S the falseness of society,
tho ones who are victims to the S——— and will be
and who see and feel that something may oy
;1 . t r:,cgléem it. They are not content to be §
one to ree £ . ‘AWing-To0!
reatures of luxury, the toys of the drawing to‘;
creatures of oy arace it—they are too true,
however well they may grace 1 : ‘tiee Thev are
earnest in life, to trifle with its vealities. ble of it
Carnes 116y e . ra capable o
capable of thinking, it may be fm. 111;1@ lccl} > to sway
than those of their own househald who b bl e
the destinies of the country through fi-h(l_ . .1,00 f]le
ol T [ analyzing too,
They are capable of feeling, 5111{11 lt]151's—t-1193" hawe
O\»-iI;i that si-;mmnd 1;]-10]-_1“[86]\.-'05 and o . rrc‘miqm <hieh
l'ndi\-‘idua]it\', resource, and tllmt zmtf:fiir o_\\-'n imbe-
] S eanse 1t shamaos }
wealk men ridicule, beeause 1t



14 TRANSITION STATE.

ality; which makes them obnoxious to those of lef-‘s
earnestness of character, and helps them to an eclectic
power, at once their crown of glory.

To say that such beings have no right to a hearing
1n a world whose destinies they effect, is to reproach
the First Canse for having imparted to his creatures a
superfluous intelligence—to say they have no interest
in the nature of legislation, when its terrible penaltics
hang like the hai r-suspended sword of Damocles over
their heads, is a contradiction as weal as it is selfish
and cruel.

Heretofore, women have acted singly
been content with individual

cised, and it has often been
but now, in

—they have
influence, however exer-
of the very worst kind ;
our country at least, they seem disposed to
assoclate as do our compeers of the other sex, for the
purpose of evolving better wiews,
some degree of power. There is no reason why they
should not do this, They are the mothers and wives
and sisters of the Republic, and their
be separated from thoge of the fathers and hushands
and brothers of the Republic. Tt is folly to meet them
with contempt and ridicule, for the period for such
Weapons 12 passing away.

Their movements as yet
best or the wisest—all is os
ments fruly and solemnly point to a step highey
the scale of influence, There is sign
in them—a prophetic power th
selves, and, as T before said,
cannot be, from the
human intellige

and of conﬁrming

interests cannot

may not be altogether t]q
yet new; but thejp move-
in
a holy s gnificance
at speaks well for then-
well for the world, Tt
ature of things, 1)

13t 50 mucl of
nee g Nt into vy 1
¢ can be brought ints vivid agtgy
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WOMEN CRUEL TO BACIT OTHER.

£ GH Y]
: 1 vesult. It has alway
without some great and good resul Listed thought—
- : o rg enlisted © =]
been so in all subjects that have en e
he turmoil of mental actlon,
men have come from the : 1 freer
i s pereeptions, a higher and iree
with new and broader percey }: b individual with
. : L IR T 1T the 1N 4 v
humanity, a better identification o _t -
bi ’ - should not Woman the same ¢
his species, and why shoul —
" i & -']_10 SNeer most at these 1o
I know it is women who s oftenest tarn
_ : “OInen
ments of each other, and that w ?1 ber, - T5
‘ sufferings of each other. L«
their backs upon the su S EE g
R S [oT ams o
not mean the griefs or physical P’Ll‘t. their hearts are
own rank and cirele; far from 1 }f those ready to
rarly at fanlt there; but to 1‘.-11(3_01"_?‘ ‘E}h g de;piﬁedﬁ and
perish, to the needs of the errmff,, e od D, . T8
) - I T oarc ceal f B
neglected of their sex, they ¢ ill.assorted marriages,
the long, torturing discords <.:».E i A.‘t-ln e iond 8B
to the g]ﬁpl’cusions of the family cu c.IIG; of domestic
B thening catalogue :
‘operty and the lengthening T e A
Property and thl,‘ st ¢ the ovils of society, they
discomforts growing out 0 orselessly severe UPON
are cruel, selfishly indifferent, or TemorsClessly
< - “Ly :- . v .
et ' o, ) - - t]le
(“.'h n.:-thc-- - have not condemned such to
It is true they ha ted them alive; hung,
stake literally:; have not roasted them 4t ’1 d on
A }.:. od with thumb-screws, mpale A
Qusiriared; Topars o and beheaded on blocks,
4 i Fe0ns Q4 ! A& R A
hooks, confined in dung veat. the heroic
T8, lone. the good, the great, the h @
as men have done, = thv " of their own sex:
“ of whom the world is not worthy, choosing
5 i 5 T e - 3 A =]
for they have been denied the power 11.1(;‘411‘L srnelty
: a o s flicted :
G i olﬂ} e 1‘31.'01‘05'&111\"9 of externally mﬂ{(_‘r:npd s
i'n t'lu;;i.r own hands; but they have conde ’f{;ﬂd tor-
e e . : C ani
nfferine sisters to the intangible and - ¢ which
suffering sisters et and W
tures '\\fﬂi@h can fall only upon the SPHIILJ rong, with-
e > e % r external wrollg
are ten-fold more cruel than any externa 4
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THE MISPLACED.

out once attempling to move tongue or finger in their
behalf. Indeed, I have sometimes thought that wo-
men Instinetively avoid each other when suffering
from social ills, as if that kind of misery had some-
thing allied to a stain attached to it; and so it has in
fact; the human instinet is not at fanlt; a misplaced
individual is humiliated; he or she feels it in the very
soul, and all that is within recoils at the wrong. Ap-
positeness, freedom, joy, are @ port of the beatiful, and
wherf,‘ any or all of these are wanting, harmony is
wanting, and dignity also, unless the character he
allied to the sublime,

Much of this great movement of our sex argues
a better and nobler sympathy for each other, the
growth of a loyalty full of promise. We think we see
a broader and better spirit awalkening within us, a
nearer and more wholesome humanity—-—ill—c;li:rcctecf it

ay be as yet, gropimg after a hidden, unrevealed
good, yet the search hag opened, and the good will bhe
grasped.

_ The Tvorld needs the action of Woman thought i
its des.tmies. The indefinite influence spl'inrﬁni froy "
Fhe private eirele is not enough ; this ig shnae(f ; .
into the graceful lights of feminine subser ene o
household endearment: hlessi }.‘ ind; \'lemy e
S ik nFTl‘llg the individy
ok oy goez Olit, oue oy at the family altar,

R j With its manifold wronag and
woman hag nothmg but tears to bestow—-—tft »
rages that may art O,ltel‘ out.’
athers, 4re perpetrated before her eves [-mjd 1h .
only wring helpless hands, or plead wit:ht ici]ehl'(?r o

A hile her : Ao
strance, while her lord ang master tells Jgp o

al hus-

Wring either her own he

thege

ABSENCE OF MOVIVE. 17

things are quite beyond her compreh(.ms'ion; she can-
not see how unavoidable it is, but 1t 1s not the less
unavoidable, and she must shut her eyes and ears, and
« mind her spinning.” Or, if blessed with allnrge
share of manly arrogance, he will tell her, as did the
captain of a militia company of. a country town, \\-’]‘.}0,
in practising in the court of ?115 ]Jousf—} those martial
evolutions that were to electrify the village upon pa-
rade, accidentally stepped down the t1-;1.p—(lo.or of th.e
cellar. Tis wife rushed out to succor her liege lord,
when she was met with, “Go in, woman; what do
you know about war 7 o

Sure enough, what does she ? But. this directness
of sympathy, this promptitude to relieve, 1"12.13.,]:165 her
fruitful in resource in small matters, and why shou.ld
it not in large? If an evil comes under her own n-
spection, she at once casts about for redress, and good
comes of it. There 18 no reason why she should not
enlarge her sphere in this way, and no fear of her be-
ing the less feminine or endearing by the proc.es;sl. ;

The majority of women in society are suﬂermg in
the absence of wholesome, earnest, Invigorating 'sub~
jects of thought; expending thems?lves upon trl;ﬂesz
and fretting themselves and othera‘: for lack of emli Oﬁ-
ment. Tho routine of housekeeping, the study of t ]j
arts, or the management of children, 18 no more enoug "
to fill their whole lives, than these things to the ‘meld
chant, the artist, the professional man, who, Ov.fﬂ arjr.o
above his business, whatever it may be, ﬁr?ds t%a.lilsga”
give the more carnest part of ]llls nature uaﬁbi 1;]3.,3
As occasion comes, he 1s a man for the bq o‘nd L{O, e
navy, or the public parade. I have not, a
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inus in that respect as there isin men., The expanse
of earth and sky have unquestionably worked enlarge-
ment upon the mind of the other sex; and, in owr
own, have developed from the poor serving girl of the
Inn of Domremy, inured to the toils of the stable, the
chivalric and enthusiastic Joan of Are. Tt is the
making woman a creature of luxury—an object of
sensuality—a vehicle for reproduction—or a thing of
toil, each ome, or all of these—that hias caused ha]fthe
miseries of the world. She, as a soul, has never been
recognized. As a human Dbeing, to sin and to suffer,
she has had more than an acknowledgment. As a
human being, to obey her God, to think, to enjoy, men
have been blind to her utmost needs,

She has been treated always as subservient; and
yet all and the most entire respongibility has been ex-
acted of her. She has had no voice in the law, and
vet has been subjected to the heaviest penalties of the
law. She has been denied the ability to make or en-
force public opinion, and yet has been outraged, aban-
doned, given over to degradation, misery, and the
thousand ills worse than a thousand deaths, by its
terrible action. Kven her affections—those arbitrary
endowments imparted by the Most High for hey own
safegnard, and for the best being of soclety—havye
been warped and crushed by the action of magculine
thought upon their manifestations, till their unadul-
terated play is well nigh lost. -

Men have written for us, thought for us, legislated
for us; and they have constructed from thejy own
consclousness an effigy-of a woman, to which we are
expected to conform. Tt is not & Woman {liqt they
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see; God forbid that it should be; it is one of those
monsters of neither sex, that sometimes outrage the
pangs of maternity, but which expire at the birth:
whereas the distorted image to which men wish us to
conform, lives to bewilder, to mislead, and to eause
discord and belittlement where the Creator designed
the highest dignity, the most complete harmony.
Men have said we should be thus and thus, and we
have tried to be in accordance, because we are told it
is womanly. They have said we must think in a cer-
tain way, and we have tried so to think; they have
said that under given circumstances we must act after
a particular mode, and we have thus acted—ay ! even
when the voice of God in our own hearts hasg called
to us “whete art thou?” and we have hid ourselves,
not daring to reply; for with that cowardice which
men tell us is feminine, we dared not face that public
opinion which men have established—dared not en-
counter that ridicule which men first start, and wealk
women follow up—dare not face that isolation which
great and true thought brings upon itself in the pres-
ent pettiness and prejudice of the world.

Till woman learns to cast out the ¢ bond-woman,”
her and her offspring—send them forth into the wil-
derness of thought—mo angel can succor her. She
must cast herself down amid the aridness of thought
—hungry and thirsty for the truth—she may veil her
eyes, that she “see not the death of the child,” even
the Tshmaels of error, whence shall be born a nation,
armed against its kind, even the hoariness of estab-
lished falsehood, for often will she find Truth revealed
" & way she little supposed, and which she trembles

P~



COURAGE TO THINE.

to perceive: but let her not fear—lef her trust to
those intuitions, better than all the demonstrations of
reason—Ilet .her think, and feel, and see, and grasp
with a courage which is of God, and all will be well.

Let woman learn to take a woman's view of things.
Let her feel the need of 2 woman’s thought. TLet her
search into her own needs—say, not what has the
world hitherto thought in regard to this or that, but
what is the {rue view of it from the nature of things.
Let her not say, what does my husband, my brother,
my father think—uwise and good and trustworthy
though they be—but let her evolve her own thoughts,
recognize her own needs, and judge of her own acls
by the best lights of her own mind.

Let her feel and understand that theve is o differ”
ence in the soul as in the bodies of the sexes—a dif
ference designed to produce the most beauntifnl har-
mony. Buf let her not, in admitti ng this, admit ol
1111?@17101:11;3-., While the forim of a man is as it were
1;1:3 aﬂ:?:ﬂii;lzwre of a fact in ereation, more di.:%—
rial, and his mi.n({ :1 ?Ql‘t ekicomplstaiiesyol the 111;11.0.'
ed to the exact.itudezuolgl :) e '_:’f a fixture, better &dmﬂi
labors needfu) 1 ﬂlt; 'l-l,u,f‘m]:mc’_ and those protractec
de}\atau ding, Tt hex bctl. ;C‘lel .d'e\relupmcntls Q'f the un-
this patience of Tk % l__ 111 mmd_.tha'i: this fixedness,
standing 0%, this steadiness of the under-
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thing within the soul of man, that goes onward to the
future and eternal—a softening down of the material
to the illusions of the unseen—her mind, also, when
unstinted and unadulterated, has in it more of aspira-
tion, more of the subtle and intuitive character, that
links it to the spiritual; she is impatient of labor, be-
eause her wings are nearly freed from the shell of the
chrysalis, and prompt to a better element; she cares
less for the deductions of reason, because she has an
clement, in herself nearer to the truth than reason can
ever reach, by which she feels the approaches of the
true and the beautiful, without the manly wrestlings
all night of the Patriarch to which the other sex are
subjected. She does not need the ladder of Bethel,

the step by step of the slow logician, because her feet

are already upon the first rung of that mystic pass-way ;

this is why she is bid by the arrogance of apostolic

injunction to veil her head 1n public, “because of the

Angels.”” She is a step nearer them than her material

lord and master. The angels recognize her as of
neaver aflinity.

Tet it not be thought I say this lightly, Would
that women would receive it as a solemn truth—that
they would, out of their own souls, reject the hard-
ne-s;s of materialism which the masculine mind engen-
ders from its own elemcnt-sf and receive cordially and
meekly the truth as it is \Vlt.llgssed 1n their own souls.
Tt was this pure, ready recipiency, this *let it be to
thy handmaid as segmeth to thee good,” that distin-
gnished the Maid of J uda@ _szox.r(:; all others Qf hcwei,
and enabled her to receive j-\-'lt-hout questioning t b
Divine Birth. Overshadowed by the Holy Ghost, the




24 WOMAN AND HER NEEDS.

o Tight
mystery of Truth was born of her, Tld SDJ?:&S like
through her came into the worlfl. Had wb‘ 11,11(1 new
hers, perpetual youth of soul might b'? “ i c;ht e
and miragulous revelations of better Lhoﬂc?1 1 tmtiu
higher beauty of life, might redeem the world ag
and again, L

D'\Vciﬂd that women would learn to 1‘980_%‘111;@ u‘fllﬁt
own individuality—-thcil‘ own 5111810']1‘?58 of t j?hjzh I
Let them not feel disparaged at the difference w

ized ; 1t is a difference that crowns then
have recognized; it is a ¢ : st e
with a new glory, We give the material T{fll.‘rﬂ%];w-
men, and to those of our ownvsex who, 11011_1 \‘f‘ .1:3 5
ever cause, approximate to their standu.ll‘d.; to "’1‘055
let us yield ungrudgingly the way ; ]—"-‘t_lt s ‘fci]mn_
certain that there is a 'xYomun%hC:;e%g“:ﬁ;mct e
perception, a wor?mn-iutu;tﬁz:, ;Liia{o;ginld o Whﬂ'f‘_
f}i{;sseaziz,tg;?lg:olicf}io21 -thes-;:, 1-3 \i"g]:aib 1:2’10;‘1;@71' lilus.t
learn, and when they have so ealnoﬂ., £ o 11335 Cosgd
themselves thus thl‘Ol_lg}-l these SRRy Ol]d: 1t wil]
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then judge if woman had been g

share in the formation of Opinion, iy, the makm

of human judgments, would thegg thine ] g up

Take, for instance, the ] "henmbb X

errors, where the masculin ind v of
ted, and bewildereq
where, undep the

1t has busieq itself
schoolmen

11::-3e1f under the a8Pect of '

Priest] 8arb, the | ; by
with the absiyq e oy
» And waggaq tself ypde,

MONKISI PRACTICES 25

AT

dencies of {le casuist, seekin

‘but searching for intrieate
evilg

g not for the best good,
apelogies for the worst
+ Let us consider a race of men shut up in clois-
ters, passing their liveg in vigil and prayer, idling
themselves in the contemplation of beatific dreams, or
Seourging their hodies for real or imaginary crimes,
and that, too, while the world was groaning under the
vices and cruelties of their kind.  Could Woman have
done this? Ty ig true women followed ip their career
—immured themselves in convents, outraging their
humanity by monkish denials, hypocritical pretences,
Or secret and monstrous indulgences; bug the system
did not originate with them ; the whole vile theory
of that species of life was the growth of the masculine
intellect.

No, there is a directness, g ut:ilitarianisn"l, in the
affections and ﬂmughts of the Woman-mind, that of
itself would never have misled her; there ig a tangi-
bility in hey religions impulses that leads her at onee
to prayer-—g reality in her affections that involves the

best devotedness of human love; and g solidness in

her benevolence, inciting at once to good works. She
has a natura] going out of herself, g readiness of sym-
pathy that prompts to relieve; whilg g certain huoy-
ancy of hep physique makes action more pleasurable
to her than to the other sex. If she has lent herself
to the evils that have outraged the world, it is be-

Gause she has been cagt into the backgrouud by man,

and then hag followed him like g slave; if she has

been his aid ip

the eruelties that have shamed the
world, it

is because she has closed her own eyes al?d
his; if she has been his companion in

lookeq througl
2
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luxuries and vices at which the pure woman bluﬂlﬁ;
1t is because he has driven her to the resources of b le
weal in the lower orders of ereation ,and she has }JGGO?F r
crafty, that she might obtain power—longing 'l?e
companionship, she has stepped from the rung of 1
ladder where she stood nearest heaven, and pmn_g‘;"‘
into sensuality with him, the Lord of the materlﬂ.f
then she, who had been his superior in the elements
that most harmonize life, looking up from her debase-
ment to the face of her companion, begged for tol-
erance where she before had a i ght to homage—
pleaded her wealkness as a motive for protection, be-

cause she had laid aside her own distinctive powers,

and become imbecile and subservient.

‘Women must recognize their unlikeness, and then
understanding what needs grow out of this unlike-
ness, some great truth must be evolved. Now they
busy themselves with methods of thought, SPrin i ng, it
is true, from their own sense of somethiug
but suggested altogether by the mag
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S€e 1o reason why she should not be received c.o?dia]ly
W0 the school of Arts, or Science, or Politics, or
Theology: in the same manner as the individual capa-
cities of the other sex are recognized. They do not
all square themselves to one standard, and why shou._ld
we? They have a very large nur?:ﬂ_Jer engaged in
Sewing, cooking, spinning, and writing very small
articles for very small works, designed for very sma.]_l
minds.

The majority are far from being Platos, or B’L}
ards, or Napoleons. When so very ]a-rg.e a portion
of the other sex are engaged in what is regarded
as unmanly, I see no reason why those of ours who
have a faméy to tinker a constitution, canvass a county,
or preach the Gospel, shfould not be permitted to d.o
so, provided they feel this to be the best use of their
faculties. I do not say this is the -‘bE‘,S’G thu?g for. them
to do; but I see no reason, If their best intelligence
finds its best expression in any such channel, why
they should not be indu]gefl. _ :

Our right to individuality 1s what I would _mo_s
assert. Men seem resolved to ha,ve.but one type 11‘1
oursex. They recognize the prerogative of the maﬁelz 4
of-fact Biddy to raise a great clamor, C}mte to the anuol} -
ance of a neighborhood, but where's the use .Of .13‘16
Nightingale? The laws of stubborn uuhi‘;anai];b;;
must govern us, while they may be as fagﬁa&tu}: #ie”—-—
please. They tell much about a ¢ 'womz%n 8 splwI 7w
can they define this? As the phmsaj is used, e
fess it has a most shallow and indeﬁmt.e senS;E;- ik
most T can gather from it is, the C?Dscl-?@]ll?{losolﬂly

spealcer, which means something like the p



28 HER SPHERE.

of Mr. Murdstone's firmness; it is a sphere by _Whl‘;h
OVELy Woman creature, of whatever age, appending t0
himself, shall girele very much within his oWn—see
and hear through his senses, and bhelieve a.ccordmg t;
his dogmas, with a sort of general proviso, *_“']mt _
need be for hig growth, glorification, or we]LbC_ILI?[g;; ;n
A%y way, they will instantly and uncompromisingly
become extinet,

' There is g Woman’'s sphere harmonious, holy,
soul-imparting ; it has its grades, its laws from the
nhature of things, and these we must seelc out. The
pursuits of men vary with their capacities—are ]:‘Ilg?ler OF
lower, accordin gtoage; whyshouldnot those of women
varyin the same way? The highest ofﬁcejs of legislation
are filled by men of mature age, whose judgments are
Supposed to be consolidated by years. Among the Mo-
hawks, a woman, who had so trained a boy that he he-
came elected to the office of Chief—{o
not hereditary—was received i
Nation. The Spartan w
the terseness of their 1
their patriotisn, Oft

r this hongy Was
nto the Couneilg of the
omen emulated the men in
anguage and the hardihoog of

: en and often do e see the
attributes of the SeXes reversed; the Woman becoming
the protector and, in f;

) 11 1act, the bond of the house, with-
out a shadow of Infringement upon the

S T appropriate-
2988 OF beauty of 1, Womanhood. Tt is Tate in the
flay %0 be throwy PO the defensive,

i which hy,

I see no way
! Tony ey result in the world without
entire recognitio i

“nees, for surely pothimeg &
‘ ; ely nothing is
gained upon either side by antagonigy, merely ﬁ?ou
men cannot he g, very ridicnloyg and
honest,

absurd iy their
for sucl are the
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Mothers of the Republic; and he who casts contempt
upon them, endorses his own shame. If the members
of his own household are exempt from solemn truth-
askings, he should beware how he extflt-s 'over such
evidence of common-place dullness or frivolity.
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W i . ition—
omen ara acensed of a love of noteristy—Tha safety of a womanly recognL -
- 5 & J 3 _— v . ot
Women must receive their happiness aceording to roceived opinien ; nobasa

. i be
{rom God, but tolerated by man—They are made artful by oppression—II{ liberty
safe to men, it is g0 aleo to women.

Gri. What say you to a neat’s foot ?
Huth. *Tis passing good ; T pray thee let me have it.
Gru. I fear it is too choleric a meat ;

How say you to a [at tripe, finely boiled 7
Hath, [1ike it well, good Grumio ; feteh it me,
Grie, T cannot tell ; T foar 'tis cholerice,

What say yontoa piece of beef and mustard?
Kath. 4 dish that Tdo love to feed npon,
Grit. Ay but the mustard is too hot a little.

SHARSFEARE,

T Ax glad this peculiar stirring of womanly thought
Upon womanly requirements originated in our own
count.ry. There is something peculiarly appropriate
in this. Men may scoff; but it is g hand-writing
upon the wall, whogg import needs no Danie] 1o intel‘fz
pret.  They may vidicule; but would jt not be better

to consider the subject dispass;ionately? IThave heard
men, not deficient; iy,

sense, remarl “I% is a foolish
love of n ] ] st ) H
1Eerm-f s Otohet} that ncites thege movements—an
e ambit W
is the Pl‘lce f?) L ome and the drawing-room
¢l T “romen 1 Yet 't. t;‘

it Wiv ’ hese Ve 11l see

their wiveg and dam::hter I'y men will

—————
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we should say notorious; they will pay for, or an.'d
such attentions to reporters of newspapers, as w1'11
insure the insertion of their names in the pub.hc
prints as “the beautiful, accomplished, or }nagnlﬁ-
cently attired Mrs. or Miss” So-o.r—’so; t}:{f.:y will coun-
tenance this meanest of all x«.*a‘n1tles—thls mc‘)s.t con-
temptible and most demoralizing of _all am.bmc-:n.s—-d
will sustain this coarsest of all loves of noto?(;ty, an

then, when a woman, out of the 1'1?ei51;> 1ard eonnefg
soul, out of the wrongs that may h‘m- 5 Z heﬁaendow-
her, or out of the abund:}nce of G‘ro.c. s gres o

nent ares to speak in behalf of human good, to
memf,fve?;:ier mlld nobler humanity, she is to be
ﬁ:i?dezrqs mtr?bitious, vain, and a seeker of applause,

; zbased motives.
! O(]JI:lqutllalr:aze men, ay, and these women, be able:n to
fathom the shallowness of their cavillings ? f&‘ret. fc?;
able to see how narrow, how cxtem‘:d the%l‘ ;n:}c?
must be, and how very inconsequential the;i chlets
On the score of delicacy, even, the woman who me t
in convention to discuss points of social 1111})1'?%?9_1;2&
is infinitely beyond the woman who goes c(inﬁ -
into a ball room, for the express purpose of ¢ ft .(?OES
ing the admiration of coxcombs, and ‘tO.bE.E 1;011 linst
for her dress or beauty. I am not declaiming ad.. pes
those who find their ]J.‘ighe.st life in tl}e bal_l ]rloom iﬂh; -1‘
from it, T am only comparing One thing with :)u;g e
as analogous, and I find the th}m]{;aies‘:ﬁiﬁgl i
ancer, though I do not see why she shc :
%2?1?( 1p;l"cwj.dzd cither be don.e frcjm a motive of truth
or beauty, not for mere gladiatorial show. R
If it be safe for a woman to dance, anc
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Ic also. If
G -“rolllt].
she is 28
for noble

also, it is safe and feminine for her to thin
she have that ideal cast of mind by whicl st
see hergelf and others aim at the best gOOd:
the good God has been pleased to create her, 2
and divine purposes, and she should “ prove her WO
ﬂ.liness" and live up to its requirements. Let us 60
sider further the distinctive attributes of WomA% the
needs of her being, and the safely of admitting thesﬁ‘:
I must speak of woman as being in relation mat, &
wife, sister or child, for we rarely find her alone, O
Tecognized individually.
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fortunate a4y he ance only. If one of the 5¢% mo‘
and master g ]1‘ Sisters, fell into the hands of & lot
o humay sf ¢1:.1e of understanding the sacrednes’
irza'tlmn_()f % bein ,&1])__3‘3 to see the Divine hand in t:he
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WOMAN POWERLESS IN LAW. a3

ness of life to them being coarse and masculine, and
dependence feminine.

Woman must receive happiness not as the gift of
her Malker, careful for the well-being of the creature
he had made, but as a boon from Man—ivho had the
right to make her miserable, but forebore the exercise
of his prerogative. I have had the secret experience
of many hundreds of women confided to mjr keeping,
and have become cognizant in this way of a mass of
petty oppression and domestic disorder most painful
to o reflective or benevolent mind. There are evils
which cannot be reached by the law, which can only
be eradicated by a reformed public opinion, and I
hail with delight a movement that will help to pro-
mote this object. To me it is one of the saddest things
that T hear said, and not by any means an infrequent
one, the remark of women in regard 1o husbands—he
is very good to me, he treats me well, &e., as though
this were a merit—as though 2 man deserved praise
for treating well a creature utterly in his power, whom
the law consigns to his jurisdiction, body and soul,
and whom society will regard with suspicion if she
chow the least discomfort under what may be in
seoret the most odious and galling bondage.

T do not mean to say that men are habitually cruel
or selfish, though Heaven knows it would be near the
truth if T did; but they are ignorantly so, and having
the power all in their own hands, having always had
it there, it would be miraculous indee d if they did not
abuse it. Human governments have been subverted
beeause men could not be entrusted with unrestricted
power over each other; and can the case he any better

s iy A

T
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?Vhen the power is unlimited over our own gex? Iff
1S not enongh to say that thousands are content unde?
this state of things; there are tens of thousands 1o
are not—who are degraded, oppressed, and miserabl®
under it, and these should be heard. '

T admit that under the highest state of society tb
two sexes would so harmonize that an injury gone )61{;
one would be an injury to both; that so complete W1
be the unity that the name of sex will be unheard; :;:?1
I e e

: nan vocabulary; ,
gne 0 heart' ang soul—*“they will no more hurt 29
ng:’?‘g? ;n all _the. holy mountain ;”* veiled i?fl ﬂ]je ]Eoi;
a new EE;E C};gm‘t Y, they w.i 1L wall.oeng, t :fl;a-id:
for injusticl(; earing the voice of God and 20 sotien
things; g x::nd cruelty and wrong arc foanifn
state, anq il Eh?m 'f!lr, ver:}r - P b?m I)l'O‘
tection of 1y, an:i time arrive, women need thel

Thotals i formell need its checks. - for-
ver‘ltly, but in the thie good time coming, most_ ]

l%l_tl_sfient. e wgﬁ?{lm‘v’hﬂe provide for the bad tlmof
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PUBLIC RIDICULE. 85

Take one of the other sex, surround him with restric-
tions, fetter him with petty chains, hold his intellect
in abeyance because knowledge is power; compress
his movements, condemn him to ungenial companion-
ship; foree him to paternity, and make the labor of
his body and the action of his mind all subservient to
a routine, and he is false, crafty, petty, sullen, degra-
ded, and irresponsible. The case is analogous. Make
a woman nobly free, and she is the companion of
Sages and Philosophers, a help-meet for man; confine
and dwarf her, and she is subtle and dangerous, both
to herself and others. The worst crime is the betrayal
of trust; and now as the world is, this instinctive loy-
alty must either die out of 2 woman’s soul as a useless
manifestation of the divine element, or it is violated,
overwhelming her with remorse, and throwing her
whole bemg into discord. She must use mean wea-
pons because the nobler are denied her; she eannot
assert her distinetive individuality, and she resorts to
cunning, and this cunning takes the form of cajolery,
deception, or antagonism in its many shapes, each and
all as humiliating to herself as it is unjust to man.

Men ridieule every indication of disaffection on a
woman's part, as if it must spring from an ill-organized
mind or a diseased temper. We are a sort of puppet,
to be placed, like Tom Thumb, upon a giant’s palm,
and act our fantastic part, either of smiles or fears,
and they are to regard us with the same kind of tole.r'-
ating, half-amused indulgence. Reformers are ﬂfifﬂ‘td
to ]-écognize our needs; they are afaid to allow hu-
man beings the free exercise of the faculties imparted
by the Deity; they are afraid they might be abused;
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LIBERTY THE GOD-NEED.

side \vi.t-h the vine, the olive, and almond, but if the
voleanic element be compressed beneath, it will up-
heave and bury the false covering in ruin. Give the
Woman’s soul its legitimate healthy action, and all is
safe and well, for God has provided its own checks;
oppress, stultify, and render servile, and the evil is
either moral death, stagnation of body and spirit, or
?he upspringing of an outraged humanity. If Liberty
]S_the great God-need to Man, it is so t0 Woman—if
leer.ty is safe to Man it is no less so to her. Grant
that it might be abused—is it never so by men? Is
Pf)t the great contest of the world the struggle for the
Truth which is to malke it free? Why should not we
cast in our element—pour the calm of our voice over
the troubled waters; share in the labor and the glory
of disenthrallment: The few lead the world less than
formerly—the *wise minority”’ has become subjected
to the aggregate many; the large instinctive throbbing
of the great human heart is now felt and heard, and
the world stands in awe. Is our element in this
mighty movement nothing? God forbid—we are and
must be heard; we say i reverently, hopefully, and
with a strong sense of what is due to the best truth
and best dignity of our souls.
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THE TRULY HEROIC. 39

combs of e¢ither fashion or literature—nor by ‘the
profligate, the vicious, or the refuse of pauperism.
They point proudly to the God-like, Qf whatever creed
or condition—the Heroes, Martyrs, Patriots and Poets
of the earth. And why should not we do the same—
we who are not a whit behind them in our soul-stir-
ring chronicles? It would be trite to e_numemte
these :—Women who have suffered and died fo:r' a
great truth or a great love, and in suffering and d}qnlg
have asserted the individual woman soul, for 13?1611'
experience was true to their womanhood, and glorious
in its womanhood.

I wished the standard to start from the earnest,
true-hearted, and noble of our sex—the * sen-ir%g WO-
men,” if you please—yes, the laborers if you .T.\illl, for
there is nothing in itself “vulgar” but the spirit that
malkes it so: the woman who exercises the talents
which have been given her to secure an honest liveli-
hood, incited it may be by a God-like aspiration, is as
noble in hersell as any one of the other sex who toils
with a singleness of aim for position or cl'?ed audgli
know of nothing more holy, more God-ser ving, ay, an .
more beautiful, than the steady, se%i:’-denymg 1:1b01:f0
the large class of women in the ml_dcue ranks of %1. z;
who, with woman-like dignity a.Fcl solid sense, 11)1.111&.;%
a calling humble and pains-taking to earn an .101 0
subsistence for their families. The lives of ‘these W_ics
men are often truly heroic, are silent, be:m.tlful ?131190:
breathing the best aspirations of pO('%tl‘y .:mld T;];;)(, ¥
and in the scale of being they are mﬁi;lte“y;sm e
to the very women who employ them, who Wt
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Lives m petty rivalries, unworthy competitions, and
meager, puerile avocations,

I have taken the antagonistic ground, not that it is
the true one, but because soclety’ has made it the

necessary one.  We were obliged to look at the gub-
Ject from the nature of things, and now we must meet
the sexes in relation, the only true and harmonious

ground. - Tt ig folly to tallk of men and women ag
lated beings, de

is0-

signed to always stand in isolation;

like the twin-stars of the heavens, held in perfect and
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TRAINED FOR MARRIAGE.
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DEFRAUDED OF GIRLEHOOD,

1ot as a distinetive and rightful creation. She is not
al.lqwed to grow and blossom under the sweet dews of
divine guardianship ; to develop into hely and truth-
fﬂl Womanhood, under the careful promptings of laws
lﬂhertent n her own marvelous, (3o_mplicaL.‘oedD and mosr’;
beautlful organism, but the one great objeet: supposed
;zrb‘z:i the end ‘and aim of womz?.nhooi'l, marriage, is
¢ed upon her at every step of life. She is not Jjoy-
ous, nor aspiring, nor truly mnoble, hecause all and
everything In her history is made subservient to this
]e;i'a.nﬁillii {E?llight to use the sweet, holy graces of
sify th; 233 z Egcgiiliodssgned to exa,lt_ and bean-
g, o o oy to. ; 0 1 e purp.ose‘s of .Graﬂ; and
Yo gioit nrrriage.  She is defrauded of
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MERGED IN THE HOUSEHOLD. 43

balance, would feel himself at once aggrieved if she
had the forethought to talk of security—* the romance
would be gone—the beautiful frust of a woman is what
most charms him, her utter abandon?” and thus all
the instinctive conservation of her nature is to be sac-
rificed to the pettiness and selfishness of a man, who
yields her a doubtful protection, and gives her his
hame, which may or may not confer an honor upon
her. T know legislation has done much to protect a
Woman in her rights of property, but public opinion
is still against her, and while education continues as
it is, there will be little but these accumulating evils.
Give a girl her fair chance of development as a
being, and she would be very other than she now is.
Thousands and thousands, both of men and women,
are constitutionally indifferent to the relations of sex
—the man is consigned to bachelorism with whim-
sical approvings and along life of entertainments, and
tolerations, and half-pettings; while the woman who
remains an “unplucked bud on the ancestral tree ” is
consigned to snubbings, shrugs, dependence, and soli-
tude. T admit, both seem to depart from the instruc-
tions of nature; but I really see not why the one
should be treated with honor, and the other ﬂ_rith con-
tempt, except this universal expectation, Wmtte‘r% I;IZ
and educated up, that every woman must marrftlo ]SJ ;r
can—must give up the name SO dear and swe;, e
girThood—-must merge her bemg,.be abs‘?g e c:ne_
g : . be an extinct world, & g
annihilated in marriage . household ; or, if she does
out soul, in the chaos ot . ‘IOlthr-Lt shé could not, that
not do this, it is proof P o who could sue-

or a flab
there never was & coxcomD

T T it



INTENSITY OF GENIUS,

cumb to her charms; that in default of leading one
ape here, she must be doomed to lead them “down
below.”  Hew lachrymans ! Unhappy womanhood !
Property confers dignity and 5 certain position on
the other sex, and there is nothing in the nature of
things why it should not upon ours.

absorbed in science or literature, and malke wretched
husbands and fathers. Women have the same
tion—a kindred power of abstraction—and they make
anything but comfortable wives, I know it is the
fashion for magazine writers to talk sweetly about the
tenderness and notability of women of genius. Tt
may be so where their companionship is true and
genial, but it is not the Jesg true that the woman or

the man who marries 5 genius does so at g peril, and
one must he content, to he merged in the other; or, if

both are alike great, the Intensity and sensitiv
two such natuyeg would be far from healthfn],
T E a3
Now, were girls from childhood up educated not in

refercn_ce to marriage, hug in reference
unfolding of 4 op

eation which, T admit,

?Ed miast harmonigyg manifestation
lhe relati i

elations of Sex;, these relationg v

stances of trye dignity,

% mistaken opinion that they mugt

: & Woman is nothing wit]

e g 10Ut them,

naﬁwff would haye then g holy and beautifig sig-

relatior }ﬂ?&. solemn ang gyveey import—a sanctity, op

e L that coulq g more be violated thap the greqy

i nmutable Jayg that hold the eterng] Sphereg 1
"It Joyous and Never-failing by !
= r

ticipating . s ODF: BugT am

Men become

ambi-

eness of

to the entire
in itg healthiest
would resyls in
rould talke place
and not ag now,

take pl ace, that

|

0 45
HONORABLE INDEPENDENCE.
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PETTINESS AVOIDED,
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THE NEW LAW. H

holy relation which God designed man and woman
should oceupy in relation to each other.

It may be thought that, in claiming the right and

the digrity of labor for my sex, I am departing from
the order of Nature—that the curse and the blessing
of womanhood were to come through her affections,
and the curse and the blessing of man were to come
through the sweat of his brow. But the curse was at
the exile from Eden, and the new blessing is to spring
from the new law, the divine testimony of the new
Christ Jesus—even the law of love, whose emblem is
not the thunderings of Sinai, but the descent of the
dove; and this new order cannot be received into the
world till the whole abominations of degraded woman-
bood and bartered affections are obliterated in the
race. Woman must be accepted as a creation, and if
society 1s s0 organized that the recognition of her as
such must come through the medinm of labor, the
holdang of property, then let her be no less a woman;
nay, let her be what she is not now, a true woman—
disdaining to be received by the being most dear to
her as an exchange, an appendage, but as a divine
revelation of a great and beautiful need, accepted rev-
erently, and fostered with manly protectiveness and
heart-inspiring tenderness. _

There iz an inherent dignity in the woman who
steadily pursues an a\rocatio.n of emo.lument or 1;6:13‘1:
tation ; weal men may call it masc%ﬂu_)e and uuilc-zz-c ]
nine, but the great voice of God within the SO.“ N
torts from them an instinctive homage, and befril all
sex shall have asserted ’F-heir Ful]' rights 1;)06 ;bnicié.pted,
positions for which their faculties are
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UNMANLY OCCUPATION.

I‘?fUSi-ng to barter their womanhood for wealth or Po-
sition—choosing lahor as g good, by which they earn
the right to Independence, individuality, and respect,
one great step will have been taken in the move-
ment of reform. Men will then retire from behind
counters, and leave a vast field of light occupation for
the gentler sex—they will betake themselves to the

plough and the machine-shop, and leave the world of
taste to women.

N F

Choypter Fifth.

Woman oecupies a false posilion—She would be dissociated from labor in a lrus

stale of socisty—-At present her affections are o barter for rank or property—
The great Contraet, or Marriage.

“We should ba jusiified in taking for granted that this reciprocal aet of free will
MUt not be auy inconsiderate or extarted assent, or one induced by other fmfe-
rested feeling or consideration ; so s this expressly asserted by the fact that, aec-
cording to the spirit of these holy laws of matrimaony, this wnion must be Sounded
on muctual afeciion, and regarded a5 an indissoluble bond of souls, and not asa
fuere civil contraet or deed of sale and transfer of rank and property.??

Schlegel's Philosophy of Life.

IT may be thought, in claiming the right of pro-
ductive labor for women, the right to hold and aceu-
mulate property, and the right in its privileges, digni-
ties, immunities from coercion and pettiness, I wish
to remove her from that sphere of grace and beauty
in which it is evident from her organization, both of
mind and body, it was the design of God she should
walk.

Far from it: we find her in a false position ; we find
her treated in law as a child and an idiot; we find
public opinion, leading and led by the law, regarding
her very much in thislight; we find her looking fm.‘ apo-
sition in life, not through her own intrinsic w.orthme.sfs
her own beauty or genius, God’s great patent for GDDEK,;
eration, but through marriage, by Whl@%l -_5‘]16 bef}“)?;e;’j s,
reflex of the glory of another, or a 1‘6011)19111: of dtmin-
meanness, debasement, and disgrace. Were she tr

o
L



|
1
|

T

. x J.\:’-
1IER AFFECTIO}S Hol y
. 1f 1€
1c'lormel
1 o and Judgm o
e CX of that forech ’ "y
ed to the cxﬁrms@ per or . © pusines 4 o
the propc : o o
ould 100k to marriage as t id R
her existence ar i
to secul® po=.
. offel

50

quired for
ments, she W
and beautiful climax of
settlement in life by which sbe was
Ter affections would be 2 sacred

lems . altar.

without plemish upon & pure al P

er, holding 1t8 cha-rtel. o

no—it learns pothing 1%
o : . : i
Alism 5 it 18, O 1

toft

great lawglv
of its own bei
nothing from convention :
were wolnen allowed to separate 1;1‘115 pa o ad 16
gure from all motives of caleculation, there W

infinitely less disorder in the_world. Love a womi!
Now, in a true state of 50019133’, we be Sl L its
wonld mever he associated either with .'..19,1310112 150
rcsu’lt—-—-pl‘opel‘t’y% 34 would bhe enongh ii_.:r]—u;jct‘zceu
Beautiful—1to stand as & living graces - rld the
an and heaven- She would be to ﬂ:le WoI that
1111:.‘3 liote of Yatsic; 80 exquisite, touching, and hol ¥,
that it dies away in the Earrow ssthmus between a
srmile and 2 S;gil._#]ostl tolt e s.cnsuous%} and yet touch-
= cord in the beU.. that v1b1l‘ates in heaven only,
haing o RErVe 10 its expression here. She would
; o passiveness of the Mary of ; :
have the passive ss of the Mary of Annunciation, but
then so filled with the divine sentiments of ¢t sti
- ) ol ants of chastit
love, and all grace, that the softened L
Infinite should tremble through 1 ed rays of the
as yet she has not entered iﬁto ?hl_ 1er existence. DBub
jued to the people of God: as 118 1)16[}33]1’5 rest prom-
nized in the new tegtimior;‘ )-eft she is hardly recog-
. : v of Je :
Martha careful for il Jesus. She is the
or many things, not the M
’ ¢ Mary at the

y !

Tl{UE JTTVNT
s i DIGNITY OF LIFE. 51
Sler's fe
et;
Ouse™ 4] g1, %‘_t the Mary who “sat still in the
¢ Divine voice called her forth.

“Th
ey also i .
80 serve who only stand and wait;”

but
-Provident Tab;
- i abithas. fruitfal i
*0d minjgterin has, fruitful in household garments,

Needs. g as best they may to manifold human

S0 be it i
et hey H:i(;ﬁhe W;W to progress. If she must toil,
the “bread _h_"no 1_5’; systematically, patiently for
Amongst metl N tbmftc rifl:ﬂizh’” = %F ame and an honor
of Bitethy ke G"Od’g s ]l‘ézxie f:r truth, in th(? name
&ffections: let her not‘ des‘eor -el TlOt Gl s
2 E= rate that part of her nature
which 1s compouﬂded of God himself, Love, to these
unhallowed considerations ; in other words, let her
not be trained to marry, but trained to live, and to
live faithful to the laws of her own inmost being.
Tiot her marry or nob marrys according as the voice of
her own soul shall dictate, and let it cease to be a part
of human history, that women are transferred from the
ganctity of ]_)';LtCI‘l‘L{Ll tgnderness to a new lhearthstone,
upon the same principle as & farm or an estate is
Tet the fact 50 die out of human records
nee wWriter would no more dare to outra.gé
and sound morals, by delineating an
dgu grdian as countenancing, far
finterest. Letthe time come
_ wouldllnvethehardihood
when neither man 1_.10 Jliances 80 coarsely based.
sentiment iy At Nk
8 o's pen, much, very much

to face public o
: . - foT . W ek i 2
Were 1b comely 0 naly «nid, upon this ground.

might be gaid, m

tmnsferred.
that o Toma
pure gentiment
ther OoT har
marriageso
T woman

anmatural fa
less compelings

ost scorchl




THE GREAT CONTRACT. 53
| | 5.) L oy

_. 2 MARRIAGE MAY DEGRADE. i ; i i

(Bl : tences, the offering of strange fire upon His altar. In
|| §

H |

(i i

. 5 , . commerecial relations placed in the light of a sacra-
| ! ' themselves of the apathy of smooth common-placesi, P S

and see how their position, secured by interest, a1~ :m.en_t-, qf & 11;}3. nngu Elloﬁld beﬁi. mjd }I R _n? WAy o
sanctified by any higher motive, is in name only sep- " I“ie_‘fel? mgf 5 flz:\chep fv pu 1% tie :%GB.IEa up‘on 5
arated from that of the most degraded of the SeX; ¥ P o e Hy-se ‘L_r % gt e
| and, more than this, S —— eybes of infinite purity ) till the fime shqll come Wllelil human mte?'ec.?ts shall
‘ Al and love be tenfold more eyl bable and degrading, e bettel‘, eqlua.h:;ed. L MG e s MoRHAG nd

! even as the affluence of aﬁ‘eCtilo‘l.l 7 . t*di];e foi;- confounding subjects by the gloss of fja.lse names m:fd

| giveness of o Magdalen : did gho _"; j‘;rzﬁ (;,his fally, appearances. I would have thre aﬂ’ecitlons to stgr}cl in
truly, and in their in1noJ5t souls fhey would blush at Elc.]_r 1b§311t-21fL11 5 Eegr?ty. \1I~\t‘q,cl)ik1ncll&1‘1re r t]:: fjml |
what now may be a source of ih‘ide to them. The rhe pan 011..1t-.~_; O“II.I p(J]L %  own ¢ (;H:tml]_ e
law may make that respectable which, seen inlqn ab- tageously amseriing ot oaly 363 gvm. individuality in
stract shape, would he quite the rever’se The::'e is & o t\,rpc _wh(::tl‘wr o m?}l OI: WO]E? . bL]llt- Goumgeolusl‘y
law of God implanted in the human 116‘1;"1; direct 'Llnd 4 t"]‘.‘ulthf’ul. in its \;Locab}l .Lryb, 01'11 ng :c-dl%gs l?yl their
binding, “upright” e t;rtuo,;sn’eqs i ‘:.iu‘ ¢ 11g %t\ 1ia.mc.i:, 1a-m not t.cT] c S. .am]]?ne: _‘)i—lnetence?.
I ventions;” and there is the lgw of man .;owinrr up SOC](-JJD} e cn, SCJ‘EL‘LG.H,-ID}BIIIH > (1GL1011:11}-,_ bl.l-t =y
| il fromme husa noeds, created by Lt :ﬁon“q..:mé fzeed}ngl y lt.:mcnt n 1ts. ‘J:CT.S, so long as conventional-
I |!! God be judge which is the Hoss Bintins ‘\DV(:, ;;111 18m is left Intact. This is well—for a house of" g_l\as.as
[If B Sophocles & heathen — e E. B : must be treated .gmger]y. Is that of the World's Fair

Al BaY, ’ J S STHEONE 10 a symbol of society, and a hint that the whole world
must be careful not to cast stones? We come now to

1

I

! Wornen, could oy perosive stalosicl aigsiey divess other words, I would not have a contract based upon
| [=] ? fad

|

l

|

|

|

: | A “Nor could T ever think the
! 1l S mortal law of power or strength sufficieng
' |i IO abrogate the unwritten law divine, , 0 ONTRAC
I . I: On;'mut“ble; eternal; not like those t} Gigsl CONIRAOT,
| | -l - yesterds A 1 % 1t 1
ol vesterday, but made ere time began, or MARRIAGE, which, a8 it involves so much of human
i ! “! N . Franklin's Sopp, comfort and interest, must be regarded by itself. The
[ | ow, she w 3 ; s g ’ i e : :
I | Il J L 3 h(i who voluntarily violates any law to whicl, very idea of a contract presupposes equality—a capa-
| ‘ }i i o as ylle ded her consent, is culpable ; and ghe "ﬂ city between the contracting parties to understand the
i oW1 iol: : SRR Who : ' : od t
‘ |' i g ; 1 NgLy violates the great law of her own i, nature of the contract, and fully agreed in regard to
. oubly so. it e g, 1s i . . ad .
, | il rehtioy : In saying this, T do not attac]c etisTil s exactions. If it can be proved that compulsion,
. ( elations; ; : : ~ EXlIsting - : solery,
| I 1 - PTotest only against the formine f = fear, falsehood, or any species of interested cajolery,
| upon a false base—the mocking of God yisl, ¢ o thess
i g of God with gy '

5e pre- I




54 'LAWS OF PROPERTY STRINGENT.

were brought in requisition to influence either partyy
the contract is null, and the law kindly illt-ol'Pose?}a
protecting shield. TFor this reason, all contracts Wﬂf}
children under age, with wards and idiots, are void 18
law. They have only to plead infancy, and Lht(]?;
“may roar you gently as any sucking dove,” perfect’
innocuous,

Now this is all well, and shows how delicately; ]101?:
Protectively, society looks after the interests of conlme.le
@al relations ; how vital it is in every part where ﬂlﬁ;
18 any infringement of these relations, and ho“'rtlﬁ
:-l&w. Lifts itself Jike quills upon the fretful pOl‘GUl:’me’_
indignant at the Os['fbﬁrler, indignant at the audacity ©
the offence, The individual absorption of propert‘y 1?
work; it is a child of its own creatio?s
in the hands of the savage with his bow
the tyrang };Fti:ursed into gT‘owt}} 11 1t ha?s bﬁleif
sceptre mopg d;o-::?'tl-wl‘: lording it over him W 1thqt
of any autoergs :g‘e C n;g and more potent thanf‘ ;1'1
an abuseq throne * hurled by indignant man lf’m
the most g - Hence the laws of property aTe
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ereater part of the Contracts of Marriage are entered
into. We will say nothing of the man who marries
expressly for money, for we confess women are espe-
cially on their guard in a matter involving such an
insult to their womanhood; and men, for the most
part, do deal justly, at least with a woman won upon
such terms—it would be a reproach to their manliness
otherwise ; but the majority of women in our country
are without fortune, or at least to so small an extent
with fortune, and the avenues to emolument are so
varied, and so sure to enterprise and skill, that a man
iz generally the one to secure the wealth, and then to
look about him for a help meet.

Now, admitting the exceptions to our rule—that
Cenius is of no age—is always young—that Apollo
struck his lute when the morning stars sang together
and the sons of God shouted for joy, and is yet fresh
and strong, and breathes into his votaries perpetual
youth; admitting that Abelard at forty may be adored
by Heloise at eighteen; that Goethe at sixty may e
quite enchanting to Bettina ab sixteen—such men are
rare. For, generally, the man who has passed his
life to thirty and upward in accumulating wealth, has
become hard, selfish, hackneyed in the world, and
utterly blind to the soulmeeds of a sensitive girl of
half his years, He has learned the world to distrust
it; and, ten to one, instead of finding in him a friend,
a protector, a guide, she finds only a petty and suspi-
clous tyrant.

Take an example; Mr. A., dealer in the dry goods
business, is a little rising of thirty, slightly bald—
very respectable—has been a gay man in times past

RS g e S SR RS



56 AN EXAMPLE.

but now is grave and entirely correct; indeed, aspires
to carrying round the contribution box of a Sunday,
at which time he observes Miss B., the daughter of 2
widow, who lives in a sort of mysterious manner, but
very genteel—Mrs. C. thinks Mrs. B. takes in sewing,
and that her daughter helps her, and Mrs. C. lives
over the way, and lkeeps a sharp look out upon Mrs.
B.; indeed, by the aid of a glass, she once found that
Mrs. B. sat three full hours stitching in the back room,
and then arose, tool a book, and came forward to the
window, as if casually, and stood under the curtain
quite genteely. Mrs. C. belicved the book a pretence,
Mr. A. begins to visit at Mrs. B.s; is quite assiduous
to the mother—sends her new patterns from the shop,
and a book now and then, At length Mr. A.and
Miss B. are seen sitting together under the curtain.
Mrs. C. is quite shoclked, and rolls her eyes piously-
']?hen there is a stir of carriages—a flutter of white
ribbons, and 5, marriage,
1‘fl\Tcmr, helje is a contract. One party is mature in
1 2 1 3 3 J =
miurztol}ez?;l;filDOt or}]_y in the'?vorld, b_u‘t in the
or g 1 soul, its needs, its capacities, infir-
¥r11tles gnd powers. The other party is a child, an
infant in law, whose pen to a commercial contract
would be worthless; who might indeed be hung for

a murder, or imprisoned for theft, but whose name in
& contract is nothine -
(=1}

.of herself; go immatup

ignorant of the world, ignoran
e in judgment, that her Opiniong
are treated with ahout as much deference as g doll’s
v.iould be, could it pe gifted with speech. Yt ﬁb'.'
gir], thij& child, is party to a contract Involving t]IS
well-being of her whole future life; g contras’g b];
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MINORS NOT QUALIFIED FOR MARRIAGE, 57

which she is consigned to sickness, care, suffering,
coercion, and her individuality entirely and completely
suppressed. Is this, can this be justice in the sight
of God, whatever it may be in the eyes of man? Can
she, who is an infant, an idiot, in a worthless account
of dollars and cents, be capable of entering into a con-
tract involving such tremendous interest? Can this
child, whose nature has been so outraged even before
she can herself understand its laws, be held responsi-

ble for after results? Can the man, who thus selfishly

avails himself of her inexperience, have any guaranty

of faithfulness in such a contract? Half the miseries

that arise in the marriage relation, arise from this

source alone; they are premature; the woman cannot

sanction the unconscious acts of the child, and she

recoils from the position.

Now, we would not plead for the extension of di-
vorces—heaven knows they are becoming a disgrace
to the country—but we would ensist that the marridage
contract be put upon the same base wilh other coniracis.
In other words, there shonld be equality—the parties
shonld be of age—and no girl should be considered
competent to enter into such contract, unless she has
reached her majority in law.

o4
a
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petoal loneliness, perpetual diseord, whatever lust, or wine, ’
entigernent, avarice or ambition hath jeined together; f:uL}qu}l :md' ml.fal:, <
with hate, or hate with love; shall we say this is God's joining 211 pIoN.

I mave spoken of marriage as the Great Contract.
In a true relation, this holy and beautiful mystery ot
life would be a sacrament, whereas now it gtands
almost entively as a civil or commercial copartnership-
In New England, even, where it might be supposed
that marriage would be less adulterated, it has become
very much a household arrangement for thrift or econ-
omy, where a woman is aelected for her domestl:c
points, in the same manner that a housckeeper is
secured. Now, a slight salary for one in t.hle latter
capacity, would oftentimes be in better taste than the
talking of a wife. T even know of one woman, not by

any means low in the seale of position, who Proposed
to do the labor of one of her servants, provided hep
penurious husband would pay her, a wife, the price of
service, six dollars per month, which he wag pot

\.}i
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ashamed to do. Now, will any one say that such a
woman was a wife in the true sense—one with her
lord and master, who paid her as he would pay
a menial? Ivery married man, and every married
woman, knows, either from experience or observation,
that it is not an unfrequent thing for a man to refuse
his wife the supply of money necessary to uphold her
position in society, if she foil lo become in all things the
subservient creature she s expected to be in the marriage
relation.  “Surely we are bought with a price,” a
woman under such circumstances might quote, in the
depths of her humiliation. It requires but little pen-
etration to see that a husband who puts the contract
upon so coarse and external a basis, offers himself the
strongest temptation for its violation. She is to him
a slave, a menial, an appendage, but not a wife; that
is, not one with him in soul and life—his inmost self
—the completion of his being—the one divine element
linking him to the spiritnal; the friend, companion,
and comforter, with whom he is to take sweet counsel
and walk to the house of God in company; yea, into
that divine tabernacle, that mansion into which no
corrupt clement finds a lodgment.

It may be that I claim oo much of sanctity for
marriage—that the coramon voice is against me, and
therefore content to view il as a commerelal relation,
or one of social convenience only, and involving no
questions of greater moment than those of legitimatizing
offspring, and securing the transmission of property.
Hven in this point of view, it would be well that the
terms of contract should be such as to secure its tnviola-
bility, and thevefore I claim that there should be equality
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there be congeniality of qualities, harmony will be the
result; if not, perpetual discontent, inward repinings,
or open rebellions, grief, apathy, insanity, and death ;
or there will arise the long catalogue of petty evils,
subterfuges, and evasions, by which a character is
lowered in the scale of being, and led on to ¢rime. In
the one case, the two walk hand-in-hand, like Bun-
yan’s Pilerim, to the golden gate, each a help to the
other in the divine life ; or the one f{alls from the side
of its companion, a disabled angel; or they keep the
bad juxtaposition, to grow in aspect and hLeart like
jarring imps from unhallowed regions. This is so
much the case, that matrimonial discord has hecome
a theme for jest rather than of sympathy, and one of
the surest methods of evolving a laugh either to the
wit or dramatist. The whole structure of society is
lowered by this tendency, human sentiment distorted
by it, and human sympathy carried astray.

We must look to the foundation of social evil very
much here—where the issues of life are so much em-
bittered ; where children receive discordant elements
with their very blood, and imbibe discontent with
their milk, and catch

“Thejr mother’s trick of grief,
And sigh among their playthings,”

Now, let marriage be so guarded that a legal dis-
qualification would be a barrier to entering into the
relation, and one great step would be reached, gmd
one great source of human suffering dried up. Then

the woman who should flannt her discontent, after
asstming a position which must have been not only
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voluntary, but one of at least some degree of JI;C;;:
ment, would be treated with we]l-deserveqlEOH:E’B;T éml
She should speak at the altar the solemn Yes 5
her heart, and *for ever after hold her peEtG‘G- e
unhappy, she should suffer in silence, for there 18
remedy. ;

Tf) 1:;0 there is something appalling, when l-si(;i
mere girl promising at the altar to love, ]1.011:1_011(;\; or
obey, “till death.” Ten to one she does noL- <1 e
care whether he will deserve to be honor.e(l, ﬂélc ;Gn
to obedience, her own stomach, as was said of ‘ﬂlbuﬁ
Bess, may or may not be too proud to bear any “-rlloti{)ﬂ,
herown. Then, whatdoes she know of human en Fol'

1ig e in fact,
any one, even at mature age, to say this, 18, 1m I

blasphemous in the eyes of any one caPa.ble qfljf;lv
izing the arbitrary nature of human emotions, ﬁilc- o
very uncertain they often become, even und e-l. X

most careful training and the most exact lmb.u,uc a.
This being the case—we are mere creatures in 1?110
hands of a being who regards us in mockery, or in the
hands of one who knoweth our nature, and has.cs‘cab—
lished within us laws, which we as yet but imper-
fectly understand. Tt will be folly to say tlmt' 1;11(31:(1:
iz no excuse for change; that a man or :L.\\'.O;nal,n i3
bad, who does not love as the laws have boun_cI 1.161#
to love—that he or she whose thoughts or feelings
diverge to-day very far from what they were 'I'L any
other given period must be in the wrong, {for the
whole history of the race is full of facts to prove that
such things are, and that, too, among those very far
frcm being oblique in prineiple; romance and poetry

7
i
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are kept alive by facts of this kind, and many of our
laws have an existence only through them. Now, to
say these things should not be, (I do not mean the
outrages that spring out of them,) is to say that the
human mind must be limited to a certain standard of
development, and not beyond ; that the human charac-
ter must be enlarged only to a certain degree, and all
beyond must necessarily be evil—a doctrine calen-
lated to keep the race in perpetual bondage and pu-
pilage, and which has done its full work in dwarfing
the species.

‘When a man or a woman, however, has the courage
to promise this, to love till death, they should be of
years to realize the solemn import of the words, and
willing to hazard the test. One should not be suffered
to go forward and put his hand to the seal, clear in
vision, cool in judgment, and responsible in law, while
the other is blind, undiscerning,

and il'responsible.
I would say the contract is t

00 momentous in its char-
acter to be lightly assumed ; too sacred to be broken,
and therefore should be well comprehended.

If my reader has followed me through the preced-
ing chapters, he will perceive that in claiming a wo-
man'’s right to be individnal, and her right to the dig-
nities of property, it was with the view that thipee
might relieve her from the necessity of seeking in
marrin.ge that which society ought to award her as
her right—that is, position, independent of her re-
lation to one of the other sex; that she should be.
truly, nobly woman—marry or not marry as b]iljl
heart or her taste may dictate, and yet be honora 0,1;
she should #ve the truth in her own soul, even althousg
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that truth might indispose her to the hackney edth;fz
of her meighbors, and yet be honomble; th?l ;i
should relieve the sick, whether as medical %ldv]f?el‘ )
nurse; visit the afflicted, whether as a messcng‘el' ]Oe
the Prince of Peace or a Sister of Charity—and yet J._
honorable; in all things she should so comport hil

self that her best and truest womanhood shou.ld LG
developed, and she be honorable, and honored 1-11 ]IJC{
and finally, that if in the maturity of her bheauty '1

the clearness of her intellect she be disposed to carz };
all this affluence of nature into this divine relation o

marriage, she should be still honorable, not as &

reflex of another’s glory, but as of herself, lending
and receiving.

Tt appears to me we need less of ]egislf.t.tion o $e-
gard to our sex, than of enlightened publie opinion.
‘Whether we wear this or that costume, or go to the
polls or stay away, seems of less impori;an_ce than a
radical understanding of our true selves. Let us as-
sert first the reverence due as a portion of the moral
and intellectual type, and gradually we shall take that
symmetrical position in human affairs which is for the
best good of the world—certainly we shall have other-
and better influence than we now have.

" Iam aware that the large class of the other sex,
enraptured with the sensualities of Moore, and fit only
to admire “bread and butter girls,” will oppose thig
theory of Bffarriage. It is the style to prate of “gweet,
sixteen,” and to talk of the lovelinesss of girlhood—
and most lovely is it, and sacred should it be held ;
and therefore the woman should not be d

efrauded of
the period; she should not be

allowed to step from
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the haby-house to the marriage altar. Tt should be
considered not only tnwise to do 0, but absolutely
indelicate. It should affix odium to parents and
guardians, if done by their instrumentality; orif by
the will of the girl, be regarded as an evidence of preco-
cwus development, as unchaste as it 1 unwise,

It is a popular error, that our sex are earlier devel.
oped than the other, and thercfore soonest adapted to
marriage.  This, however, is physiological ground,
upon which I do not wish to di gress; but the assertion
that women decay earlier, especially in this country,
where early marriages so much prevail, is unforty-
nately true, and a truth that ought not to apply to us,
where the intellect is active gt least if not profound,
And this decay is unquestionably to be imputed to
this source, Girls are married and perplexed with
the cares of housekeeping, when the pretty ordering
of the “wyee things” of the Play-house would be in
better keeping ; they suffer the anxieties and sorrows
of maternity at an age pitiful to contemplate, when
they should be singing like the lark to Heaven’s gate,
in the very exuberance of youthful life

and the joy-
ousness of innocent emotion. Fyen admitting that
some slight stirring,

s of the heart should remind her
that she hags g well-spring of happy affection, it does
not follow that she should be put into bondage for
the rest of hep life to one whom the undeveloped gir 1
may affect, but whom the woman may perhaps d‘QSPlfe‘
A boy has, it may be, a dozen of © undying,” * ne;}fg
to be forgotten” experiences of the kind, betweilhehl
ages of fourteen and twenty-five, and yet Shﬂke?_s )
off like “dew from the lion's mane,” and lool
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after each trial, if there is to be any manho‘o’d 1{1 1::;11:
with a better and stronger humanity; but 1{‘_ {]“l ?ow?l;
susceptible girl, always kept in 1g1101‘£LnJCG ‘i?f iompt‘
nature, responds in the slightest deg{ree to t;;@i Pr T cord
ings of her heart, she must be married, as 1 . 13 TN
were an efferveseing wine, good for nOLh_l.Ilffoul'l‘
sparkle escape, and not rather a deep zu}d holy Sl
tain of calm waters and healthful springs, m‘r;‘ :el'z
glad the wilderness of life, refreshing t]-%e l'il‘l_d .‘)e; of
of hearts worn and hackneyed by the toil and hea
the day in the wayfaring of the world. ;
That a woman should be past all joy, and bef.}u' Yl
and hopefulness, at a period when the other sex ;i:
in the perfection of their powers, is & most 1&111(;:11’5& i
fact, and one utterly at variance with the deslglls‘ :
nature, who did not create her for the one purpose Of
the family relation, but to share in tha..t fl'f:E}dOlTl{;
being and joyfulness of life which is his gift tO.ﬁ__a
and doubly so to one created with such exquisite
perfection and affluence of susceptibility as he.r own
orgamization involyes. It is not unusual for girls to
be married and become mothers at sixteen, at Ithc ex-
pense of health, happiness, and all the appropriateness
and dignity of life; and men seem quite proud of tllles.e
baby-wives, when in truth they should blush at thej__r
selfishness, as they too often will repent over their
lack of forecast. Tt is these carly marriages th‘at have
produced so many crimes and outrages in soclety., T
remember, a few years since, the public was aghast,
at the cruel murder of a wife and two children, by
the husband and father, in the upper part of New
York. 1 do not recollect the name, hut the state of
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mind which the confessions of the unhappy man im-
plied impressed me greatly. IIe had been induced,
when a boy of twenty or twenty-one, to mary a wo-
man very much his senior, from motives of property ;
and finding the relation ungenial and repugnant to
him, it so wrought upon his mind, year by year, that
a specics of 1nsanity was undoubtedly the result, and
in this state he made the resolve not only to kill her
and her children, but also all who were instrumental
in bringing about the ill-starred marriage.

The protracted and unwearying grief resultin g from
ungenial relations, is a fruitful source of ins:mit-_y; and
these ungenial relations will be found in almost all
cases to have been those formed when one of the par-
ties was too youn g to fully comprehend the magnitude
of interest involyed. I remember, when g child, hay-
g a confused ideg, that to be murdered was one of
the possible contingencies of marriage; and thig
pression was created solely by reading in the public
prints the many atrocious eatalogues of the kind, I
remember, too, the story of a refined New England
woman, married to a man much older than herself, a
hard, uncompromising, respectable man; upright in
the eyes of the world, and an exact church member,
Who, while her husband was desecrating prayer, by
Pouring out those hackne ved platitudes in which S0
many indulge, arose suddenly from her knee_s and ]fud
her hand upon his mouth, saying: “You, hypocrite,
how dare you mock God in this way ?” . ; L:Lich

She was shorily after carried to a 11031')11.’.11?, in ‘I-"’ 45
she still remains a hopeless lunati.c- r:“[1]-_[e f Tﬁf:‘e)“bﬂt
suitably shocked, and pitied him for his masforts

im-
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no one saw into the soul of things, where they might these may suffice to prove not only the folly of them,
have learned of the years of suffering the wife ,’USt but the fearful amount of crime, suffering, and insanity
il | have endured from his selfishness and intangible to which they so often lead; evils wrought into the
e o falsehood. :

ceptions of womanhood.* More than one story of suf-
1l fering of this kind is fresh in my memory. Not far
'” ' from Portland, Me., the wife of a wealthy man was
[ i | for years confined in a small room, built up in the
il garden, and chained —condemned to hopeless solitude,
’I and treated like g caged animal, in the very youth of
| her existence. T was but a c¢hild when I heard her i
| story and had thag spot pointed out to me. The re- |~
‘ f lator finished the details by a remark often made, |
' | “That the insane always turn against their best .
' friends, and. that she could not endure to have hLer !
husband approach her; a word from him produced !
the most, frightfin] paroxysm of her disease.”

; T}‘liﬂ Was most significant, the fact of the story pre-

‘ senting a key to the whole mass of distress and misery.

(i : She had endured till her outraged nature could no |

' ; longer bear, and the entire structure of her mind eave . f

: | whole structure of society, and affecting interests that
1 Miss Dix must have a mass of material on this ol 7 stretch into remote years.
I | ground, and God bless her for her noble mission, one
‘ H | peculiarly adapted to the instinctive and beautiful per- _!

24 o
i ' way like “gweeg bells j angled out of tune.” Illustra- b

tions might be accumulaed to prove the evils resulting
from these early and disproportioned marriages, but

| ES
| ! * It may not be lnown to all our readers, that this lm'ly Dag
| i been for many years engaged in visiting the hospitals for the
|
|
|

Inzane throughout the country, and inquiring into the condition

' of those afflicted in this way, but consigned to priv

ate ;
ment. In Managa-

this humane and beautilul mission she has hel d
| ! relieve a large amount of sufferin g. TR
1
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Chopter Hroenth.

be developed in regard to the great law of Love—DMarriage should
o6 ¢
ract—DNo Divores in a true state of society,

Truth hereafter to
le a sacrarment, naot a mere civil cont

law s that is, the very being

By marriaga the husband and wife are one person in
the marriage; or at least iz

o woman is suspended during

or legal existence of th
¢ husband —Blackstene.

ingorporated and consalidated inte that of he

TaE above extract, remarkable alike for the force
and beauty of its expression, would seem to imply
that the philosophy of law is not greatly at variance
?vith the truth, recognizing that nnity of life and feel-
s “fhic‘h our Saviour himself defines to be the true
1‘5::;?%‘}&2&;?163 has had less to do in the actual-
g 88 CO];.S );;L 1e romances of literature, \;\.-'11(-)1‘{.3 1t

hist oo et éut;)?ll-}? one would be led to 11111.1.g1'uc

L 0':% iolte ‘\‘jras %nade up gf the 31.14\’1@1'.1(?%

templle of beatitudes vers prior to their entering this
i 11‘:1- - .'

ye were Vu?o;niziﬂz?g&tcf Sa_'}’ unto _you, but hitherto

able,” were the words a; them, .11"3_‘1’01161: now are ye

c"'LSStLI‘F_.‘cu‘y‘ there are mzmo the Divine Teacher; {Ll.l[{l

z.ng‘the reverent se:u‘chg;. ‘lud deep revelations awalb-

which time and hyman lrfm the great law of Love:

- the world is able 1o ﬁeu} };Ogress will develop when
. Love was the fomldatim; g ;t;m. Jesus implied thab
three times asked the impula-;? true Church, when be

sive Peter, “Tgyest thout

"“""’"‘_»._’. rietnragary
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me?” and then commissioned him to feed the lambs
with his life-imparting bread. Iis teachings are full
of quaint aphorisms, illustrating the impossibility of
any kind of harmony existing where this great law is
wanting., “Can two walk together, except they be
_« A house divided against itself cannot

agreed ?”-
upon delicate ground.

stand,” &e. I am verging now
When Pilate asked what is Truth, no answer was
returned, obviously hecause Truth is not a fixture in
this world—is not one fact—to all minds, but a reve-
lation of the dest to all who will search for it

We talk much, we write more, We cavil, we specu-
late, and ask on every side what is Truth, and then
every man casts a blank look into his neighbor’s face,
and encounters one as blank in yeturn—for no one
dares Teceive her as she is—he 1s afraid of her—he
will be perpetually lowering buckets into the well,
not for the purposc of a fresh, beautiful, god-like reve-
lation—for of this he is afraid; it might shame his
prejudices or imbecilities, therefore he is content 1o
muddy the waters, and fish up a bedabbled image
best pleasing to his distorted yision.

I have heretofore urged the importance of
to those incompetent by the law to

enter into other contracts. I might say, but the sar-
being held as an infant, &

casm is too severe, that 2

chattel, an idiot in law, never peciches her meajortty, and
i therefore morally {rrespoiisible even in this. Men th
are delicate of their honor, careful of their names, and
d‘ea'u:ouss to preserve the sanctity of the marriage Tela-
tion, would do well to Taise the legal liabilites of out
50X, and Dby placing us in the same yelative position

denying

the marriage rite

it is s ane gy PINIET

i
1
|
|
.{

e




COARSE FACTS.

with themselves, increase not onl ¥ our sense of loyalty,
but of dignity also. ’

}.311’5 to my subject. In an earlier and ruder state of
Society among us, there might be found an apology
for early marriages, and in this point of view many of
the sayings of Poor Richard even, had a pertinency
applicable to the times, but we have survived their
w3e; and yet, like other exploded doctrines, they cling
to the minds of the people like a forlorn leaf upon an
f'Lutumna.l tree, shivering and wasted, yet tenacious of
1ts hold.  Common sense and common justice cry oub
against them, and yet they find their advocates, and
then, when the natural consequeneces result, modern
society shakes her robe piously, and thanks God she
is not like others.

The marriage relation is certainly, at sone time in
the life of individuals, the natural and harmonious
state; but as it now stands, it is a bondage more than
a life-giving sacrament. The parties are unequal;
the affinities essential to a joyful and peaceful relatioy
are often wanting; the wife is not the help-meet for
the man, but the n..ppanda.ge} the housekeepcr, the
female, of the establishment; T admit these termg are

coarse, hut the facts are coarse ]j_kcw]‘_se;
gx.istej?cc. is merged in that of Ler llusband; the chil-
dren of her blood are not hers; her Property is
hers; she 1s legally dead; and in i point f'}-']b "
l:}eli..cve, on my soul, she ig morally i-l‘r GSJO f‘]lGW, I
society—not to God, be it 1'811101111361_;0(1. Ponsible 1o
greatness and purity of her gyy nature: f ‘Dot soilin
the framer of our spirits, under a]l t}, o ﬂlwk% £
bilities come in the majestic lavs i human djsa-
aws of the great God,

her very

A e L L S R VA S e gy
e e 1Y
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engraved upon the sacred tablet of the heart in lines
of fire, and there we read, and grow calm, and thought-
ful, and aspiring.

I would gnard the relation of marriage as the most

holy sacrament of earth. I would have the family

altar for the entertainment of angels not unawares.
I would have the festivals of Hestia genial with the
sweetest offerings of earth—the Penates crowned
with undying garlands—the Penetralia holy, and
fresh and beantiful, and unprofaned; and for this
purpose no one should be admitted to the Temple
without solemn preparation of heart and life. It
should, as now, confer dignity upon the parties, but
dignity of a higher and purer kind. They should be
those joined of God only. IEven now, every generous
mind respeets a genuine, earnest, devoted human at-
tachment, however at variance with conventionalism—
but these sad, hopeless manifestations would have no
existence in a truly ordered society.  Marriage would
only take place where the d.ecljest- emotions of the
heart, the highest aflinities of intellect, and the utmost
sense of beauty, onc or all of these, combine to make
it desirable. In this case there could be no disloyalty,
1o bickerings, 10 division of interest. There would
be no divorce, for none -a;;ms...ld f;'ff desired. :
That radical wrong exists 11 1;,11@ present system of
iage, is ovident from the irequeufay of divorece.
ch the marringe vows are

itiful, were not the subse-
When we see two discord-
a joyless existence, without
mpathy, looking to the past

mary ’

The giddy manner in whi

now assumed would be p

(uent evils humiliating.

antly joined, wearing out

companionship, without 8
4

e A
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THE ONE FOR THE MANY.

zieafp:\fsjgi];reclnisgianc?,t.hcil foture as all 110}361688, we
apt to feel, and erh‘;;me(? y ? L e o™~ HE :.u.e
ence shoul’d be dI;fr 1133(]‘]us’t-".}?1 ‘?ha-t no part s
S Wi aude . f)f its rlgl}t to its bfast means
o Ly ;ml he sayl this world is a state 11n1301‘ta1}tv
N i, ; : 0} how do we knf}w that the future vj.rﬂl

its glory by discordant elements like
these? How do we know that we shall not look back
upon this little ball half in sorrow and half in spite,
as the place little entitled to our good will?—and,
therefore, these should be freed.

E[ t.hink not. By divorce we let in a flood-gate of
evil incalenlable in its amount. The majority of the
world admit of easy compromises, are so much the
creatures of habit, of circumstance, and opinion, that
they can settle into the yoke with little comparative
discomfort; and legislation is for the many, not for a
fow, who are a law to themselves. It would seem
that the few, who really suffer, who have that Ingrained
sense of truth, that integrity of life, that unity of
being by which they are made sensibly alive to the
touch of falsehood, should be the omes above 1]
others for the law to relieve—Dbut these are the ones
who advance the world, who become eyes to the bliy 1‘
who awaken human truth, and who should he gont "
like their Great Master, to suffer for the mq -] S

should be willing to suspend the greqt need[.'hy? ¥ v
own soul, rather than hecome g I‘O{:j{ of offe e
can endure, because their own disconte e They
depths of life unknown to the map f,. AT SRR o
demand the whole law, all that is ljft: -{md should they
¢ awful, but whicl o,

hums : it d !
an recognition renders mexpedient, t}
nt, thousands,

LEGAL. 9

PREMATURE B[ABBI_AGES 1L

is
who are without this internal singlenG‘SS, :;fismfor
take a thousand petty ills and shallow ]Plle o i
the deep promptings of truth, and the Who
of society be broken up-
Tet our legislators, or let P
mature marriages, but admi ol
right relation crime could not .take p.]ace., tm s
one, entered into in the maturity of Jl.ldgmeﬁ e
be one of the contingencies from wh,lch there 1?31.
appeal. Let it not be entered Into h@:ﬂ. pec}m 0]{
motives by our gex—allow woman the rights o 1;rh1;r
erty, open to her the avenues tO Weallth, IJ(-}II‘IJII o
not only to hold property, but to enter into commelh 8,
or into the professions, if she is fit for them. In that
case she should assuredly tale the stand t]m’.ﬁ 11(?1'
fathers took, that taxation without ]TEP1‘SSE{ntatI.Oll ‘1.5
oppressivc; and theu, from th.e nature qf thmfgs, 15{)(1;1:
ety would grow more harmonious, mMarrage w ou\ 2, 'ﬂb
gacred, and divoree pass from the statute-book. ¥With
filton, I believe it should be sooner a-Warde‘d to un-
i, han to the commission of crime.  In
gouit! wlabions B0 y truthfulness of Nature,

: -

o eT re 18 & gturd :

thle fm.meloffc)thmo ghort of the highest laws of be-
admitting o

‘1e in the latter CAase the readiness of c'o.m-

Mk Whl}e 1 ne party or both, argues an instability

omisey I %% i ; ifica-
pom of character, that the best modifi

and challowness * 4 listle offect.

tions of society iozt of Divorce is one to be appl'OﬁCh'
ed with cautio™ id upon the Atk of God, heneath
ig like the and 3.‘- v, The law may separu.tf: two
which it shakes I-m%r;htion, but there is the action of
y reld

o 41
who have stov®

forbid pre-

ublic opinion, .

t of no divorce

ding mAaTTage

Trn ey
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the laws inherent in our being, by which the Pft{fi
cach feel the othercan never be a creature Who gf
indifferent. There is the pleading of the great ]la-\t‘;ﬂt
kindness, of considerateness, by which_ eac]‘l ff»tc 8 15;
the well-being of the other may be i bl.S ]-I’LHIL s
there is the sense of self-respect, which 1s violated ,‘Ol-f
feeling that one who has once §tood i.n thaj; rcl:;“t—lhel“
is ejected from the altar, bearing \ﬁ.th him a o
memories which no Lethe wave can eflace. Dlﬂ_ls e
defined human pleadings bid him be 1‘ever.ent mo]liT
dealings, and careful for the sacredness of be'lllg- ' 11111:
God’s great laws within us are very bea.utlfu], in ca]-l o
ing and cheering the life—listencd to W’%th feet um—s o¢
and head bowed in reverence; the smlAl small vouf
calls us from the dark cave of prejudice, where ﬂtllb
tempest, the fre, and the earthqualke ﬁllle‘l ng\e‘tici
dread, into the clear, tranq.mlhzl.ng lig ltioﬂ i
truth, which, like the dropplln_g.of dew .m_l‘(. : 1 ]_l :
ring of leaves, brings our d]s_]omted. being nto har-
mony. We may trust thesellafvs ; did we do so .more,
there would be less of evil in the world—did we
courageously assert these, there would be less of mis-
ery. Did the word Justice apply, not as now, to com-
mercial relations only, but to the recognition of the
whole nature of men, there would be little for onr
legislative bodies to do; and, till entire justice be
established in regard to our sex, little can he hoped for.
A trae man or woman must natur

of shame, when subject to divoree ;
where children exist, a course of

ally have a sense
more than all this,
evasions, discom-
forts, and mortifications wust ensue, painful to be

borne and assuredly shaping the future characters of
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such unfortunate beings. They must at length find
that the taint of shame stirs in their veins, or, if not
this, that their being was compounded amid warring
elements, which may result in erime, or disease, or
insanity, to themselves. They become the reflex of
innumerable ills, and all the discomforts that might
perhaps have fallen upon one, through the action of
a divorce, are heaped upon many. Their sense of
their own responsibility will be lowered, or else a
hanghty antagonism excited, equally repugnant to the
best phase of life. I have in my memory now one
illustration of the kind, where the mother, from an
uncongenial and early marriage, was able to obtain a
divorce, upon what legal points I am unable to define,
certainly not ecrime. There was one child, a boy,
retained by the father, who at length died, leav-
ing the doubly orphaned boy to the uncertain tender-
ness of friends. He inherited all his mother's sensi-
tiveness, without her electric impulses. He grew up
nearly alone, without companions, without guidance ;
a taciturn, shy youth, remembering painfully the
short period when his mother was all in all to him—
she now a wife, with other and fairer children claim-
ing her tenderncss. He inherited a small compe-
tence; but a weight hung upon his cnergies, and he
died, leaving no vestige but these sad memories. Will
any one believe that mother failed to feel her omis-
sions to this child, who thus was more exiled than
Ishmael, for Abraham left mother and child to share
the exile together ? {
1 have not nown o case of discomfort in the ?;?.aﬁ-;-affge
relation, in which the contract did not take place during
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youny and
import:
arisen

the girlhood of the womaun, when S&? E_&w}gme
emmature that she could form no eé-zg.ml,cﬂi"?’lf; has
ance of the step she look. \V]lej"e_ S]ﬂ-?ll']g}?e origin has
from marriages contracted later in 11 ?" arse, that 29
been from causes so petty, external, ot 001 t.it;:ll could
legislation should be a\ml‘ded‘-no.legma: such that
help them. The nature of the parties W:Dha,t relation
they might as well be uncomfortable in
as any other, ‘ties O
W’g need a higher estimate of the'sanct.ltlfsit'
riage, not increased facilities for qlssoh’rl_nt; existing
cantnot multiply the latter without lucl.”eaélné put the
evils—without lowering not only public ms. Je~<1<31*«:¢is€>
sense of justice. Were women allowed the 11} wit
of their best faculties, and remunerated equi—;sire for
the other SeX, they might often escape the crea]th or
divoree by a knowledgc that the avenues 10 W . ot Al
distinetion weye open to them, and thus they M5

: v hoO
up the desert of their lif, We micht cite many ‘tter
are now dojpe S 5

Soing thig honorably sustained by the 1‘38
E]irt of the COmmunity. though subject, of cou ’1]y
e uumea,mng Sheerg of the sticlklers for womal r-{
. s for ) >
© do need a better opinion in reg

{ mar-
We

subserviency.
to Woman.-lahgy,

. T8
enlarged g1 4 We do need to have this SPhe ’
g W d to impress upo?
the othey sex { y. e need to I
better

- o = S
adapte 4, AManliness of usurping &v'oca.tlQﬂe
need the resom-eezur Wore delicate organization. b4

o e -
for those v, are ¢ £ labor, byoaq and remuneratlve,

: 8 i
g TATTiage ez TOung of yeays to he admitted
Sponsibilitie . Ntract

] ' and f, » OF disinclined to its Te-

relation greay ' those whg, having made in this
at angd Iretrieval, 4 ;

Vablg Mistake, may find in
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it a relief for outraged affections, and fl‘OfJfL the ;pqlth}l;
or discontent, or pettiness, or oppl'esa?g 1W 110 1611-
involves. Their penalty s'h.ould not be a life- O\l;,réjh-lie -
alty; their bondage ummtlgated bom}age_. : 1ter‘_
true marriage, and the happiness 01: smro‘:\-s c; nmg.om
nity, should unmistakably absolve a, W c;{ﬁ;lful e
labor—a false or external one, _becor{nfllgwi ;

oppressive, should open to her its privileges.
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strike you as a downright attempt at a fraud. You
recoil from it as untruthfal, if not sinister; while this
womanly weapon, in the hands of another, may appear
not only becoming, but attractive.

Far be it from me to undervalue the slightest grace

:i % @ljﬂpfﬁf ﬂgigljﬂj . o 7 of my sex; it is because I recognize individuality,
|

—

-3

and reverence it, that I will not apply the same laws
Men and women often disinclined to marriage—Tncompetent to the IEITHMTSP:E:; ; #5L, i may be occa.sioual]_}r 2 Madam Guyonr

riority in womnan regarded with distrust—The same laws cannot belong to &Ve e ) . SRR T
phase of wamanhood—A great nature will make itgell felt. whose affections are so Heﬂ-lly spir itualized that she
may live irrespective of the world, and whose intellect

What iz competency to one man is not enough for another, no more than that

I} which will keep one man warm will keep another man warm.—JoHN SELDEN. | becomes clear in its l'Jl‘GSGiGIlCe from this SOlll-fOullthi]l
1. . g | only. There may be an Elizabeth Fry—ealm, gra-
;? l l I sUPPOSE no one will be so foolish as to say t}_m' I cious, and most beawtiful in all the harmonies of life,
| | | remarls does not apply to women a3 \.\rell B TR o : of whom we might say she was born for the eloquence
M *| race only being specified ; and what is here Pl:l.t in an i of the sanctuary, did we not see the fullness and no-
| : external sense, is not the less true in its more internal » bleness of the wife, the mother, and friend. And
i view. again, we would say, surely this is the whole being,

Tt is often said, *“a woman’s world is in her affec-
tions, her empire is home.” This is only in part true,
| . o here T _
| I | and true only to a part of the sex. ’1]]:1(,10 a{;i til?.u
A . B sl FOmLE ir unfitted for
[ | Pacs Of--mcu’ (.m‘d L 61{311]6 znd imbec'fl she is the finely toned woman in the halls of legisla-
' :! the family relation. _1\"['31]’ = E 1 that o | tion and in the palaces of kings. “I have seen a
f 5 where the social affections are concerned, that they I _ el wh _ Ny -
' : o v S Sean) i : sublime sioht,” said John Randolph, “ Elizabeth Fry
can neither minister nor be ministered to 1n this way, | ; 2 7\:‘ o
. A anTIET at prayer in Newgate.
( put who are clear, good abstract reasoners, apt af ]1 J : = le Stacl wl
| : . ; . vino science—tl - There may be a Madam de Stael, whose breath was
[ invention, and capable of advancing science—though ' o e oy toncue micht h Plato
. SR i | inspiration—whose tongue mig ave won Pla
cold, selfish, and unsympathizing; women, too, dog- - pirat W ) A _ i =
i - e : ti0 who would val ; from the eloquent lips of Aspasia, but whose life was
o matic, ambitious, antagonistic, who would value some : - whicl e
{1 ; ' . 3 osand: Heinke a long sigh for that love which could never find an
[ intellectual trimvmph worth a thousand hearts, and , - - B il siot
. ' s ] ; i . floct; m entire response; yet does any one believe she did no
| i dearer than any recognition of the aflections. These | 5 g ‘oo t'
' ' : e . : | find idolatry such as would amaze the lisping sentl-
i have nothing in themselves to bring them into har- S } ¢
‘ 1 g : : Thet | mentalist, who, content with the shallow responsé o
S mony with the family relation. Their attempts at : !
[ |

e _ some enamored youth, pleases herselfwith the thought
(i tenderness look foolish, and any lapses into coquetry i 4%

did we not hear the silvery voice uttering its sublime
ministrations in the prison and the convict ship, and
to the outeast of the wayside. Surely thisisall. No,
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are deficient

'«

that intellectual women cannot be loved
in the graces of womanhood, and sigh in vain for what
the most uncouth Audry is likely to realize ? surely
not.  Other types there are—women of ample gifts ?30
hold the most affluently endowed of the other sex 1
thrall—such as a Cleopatra, a Heloise, and so on
from the most celebrated to the most obscure Now,
will any one pretend that the same laws apply to all
of these? Where is their world? Can it be 2&”
rowed down to the four walls of the saloon Of the
nursery ?
_Let us put these aside. Even in a lower scale of
;Delﬂg there is g large class to whom the aﬁ"cctiol'}s
i;?;;li-a very Sllbc_)rdina.te part—women who find ,l-t
i illfjoto sustain the relations of wife and mothbe';
AN pub;‘_:fulq never have assumed them, but >
Aneane ooy Opinion has made it desirable, and the
qual action of lahor nee ; T even heard of o
pefjr Woman whg it y ne cssa].y. .fJ\-'C o ofa
neighbor over the llesscd the }110rcl{11a1te grie N

1shment, anq remark( eath of a child, with utter :}_5’50
ed that “ghe was sure she did not

feel 50 hag wh
work near 5 h?;dher child died, for she hadn’t had to

S T si 1 N
a“"d_ the naturalp g nce.”  Now, this is pitiful enough
cntirely deficien; Es of the expression shows she was
th?lw other, R the emotion so predominant n
he 1i
- 01155 h{-LV .
sisted in © Written tl .
malk; he : T
S Making 4, . ‘tG books, and having P
ject c?f M relatiq ot}id of our character which
oMM : ;. :
tll thcren-]mem, they ], ,w:flnseh es the prominent sub-
; ere is g+ BVE 1gh gpe ae
8 the oy f\« agne feelin‘f;lm ed our other attributes,
Ise > fhgendered that a woman

or ]al.
ge eng
OWrmnent .
Whientsy of any kind what-

v

A BLIND ANGEL. 33

ever. Iago's narrow and coarse exposition of her
vocation,

“To suckle fools, and clronicle small beer,”

is not far from the popular estimate. Genius and
beauty, God's crowning gifts, are looked upon with
distrust, if not with dread. The fear that a woman
may deviate the slightest from conventionalism in any
way, has become a nervous disease with the public.
Indeed, so little is she trusted as a creation, that one
would think she were made marvellously beautiful,
and endowed with gifts of thought and emotion only
for the purpose of endangering her safety—a sort of
spiritual locomotive with no check-wheel, a rare piece
of porcelain, to be handled gingerly—in fact, a crea-
ture with no conservative elements within herself, but
left expressly thus, that men might supply them, and
lead and guide, and coerce and cajole her, as it
pleased him best. She isa blind angel, neither adapt-
ed to heaven nor earth in herself, but, if submitting
graciously to man’s guidance, capable of filling & nar-
row, somewhat smoky, and very uncertain nook on
this amall planet, and possibly to win heaven through
the perfection of suffering here.

Tict her assert the laws of her being, let her say she
is capable of more than this narrow sphere, that she
grieves and frets in the cage, and the fault is grievous.
She is ill-tempere d, ambitious, unwom anly—as tho ngh
womanhood had but one signification. Tt is even &
reproach for her to have a will of her own. The
voice of her own soul within her erying for space and
recognition must be suppressed, lest she should be



e e T

84 PUBLIC TWADDLE,

less subservient as a wife, and less humdrum 25 &
mother; and yet the heroes of their age were notb bo“;
of your tame women. The fathers of \-‘\7(?5163’ “‘“f
Washington and Napoleon were far from being SUP“*:
rior men; indeed we should rather call ’E-hem V,el‘.);
orderly, sensible, dull people; while theIII‘ UlOt?]‘vm;
were each brilliant, individualized, strongly mat ‘Gd
characters, with fine health and great personal beau]t ‘1

Tt seems strange that we should need to enterapP C‘
for the facultics that God has given us; bub S0 b
The persistent use of the obnoxious word femal@ 1.];
our voeabulary is proof of the light in which we al
regarded.

Read but a tithe of the twaddle written b the
other sex in regard to our nature, and if will be seGT.l
how little we are understood. Take up a commm;
Z‘ITLVSP&PGT, which may be regarded as an GKPOHG{?t i
crealzsi‘);;hz;m?e’ mng see owwe i falk ed'.Oll_ *e;lt

» One would suppose, belonging to a differ

race. I 1 : -
gasde. c.:re S paragraph from the first 1331361
14, 10 illustratioy, . .

Wouman's iy
in a femals ’EC};?L;R:;:EH‘ENO_ trait of character is more
never be made 1, Possession of & sweet temper. Home ;
Spring up in It is like the flowers tha
&0 home af y; ¥, reviving and cheering us. Let @ man
";‘\i,li‘led and worn by the toils of the day, {m_d
Dnﬂlr] i L}:Ct"‘ted bl}’ a good disposition. It ISE’

* Aeart. He is happy, and the cares ©

‘.-ﬂ,h'lﬂ-blc
call

E ing y
lile ap : s up
are for cotten,

Far be j
E 1t f‘[_‘o
T m :
daisical truth of the :?3 ¥ galnsay the expiring, lacka-

Hment Lepeiy expressed. Bub
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would one be quite sure the being spoken of was a
woman ?—ould it not rather seem it might be some
dangerous creature shut up in a very dull and some-
what unfarnished chamber—said creature being apt
sometimes to exhibit quite the contrary manifesta-
tions ?

Here is another in a higher and better spirit; and
vet the fact that such an appeal should be needed in
behalf of a being almost coéval with man, a being
created from his own substance, his helpmate, the
crowning work of the creation, contains a bitter
sarcasm :—

To Huspaxps.—The influence of a sensible woman is of no
ordinary kind, and happy is the man who is thus favered; not,
indeed, that senzible women are morgrare than sensible men; but
becauge men are too apt to monopolize the entire sense of the family
(in theiv own opinion,) to desire the woman “ to leave the kitchen
to them,” to treat the women as automatons, objects rather of
amusement than rational beings, as children or dolls, to be coaxed
and made fools of, rather than as equals or friends, hound to one
eternily; lellow-sufferers who weep in their misfortunes; as par-
talers and heighteners of their joys, and as being equally account-
able to one God. Qthers, again, look on women as the mere
slaves of their will, a sort of safety-valve for their spleen, by means
of which their ill tempers find vent. Both these characters, T
trust, will be far from my reader; but, it he should have enter-
tained such erroncons ideas of what woman, in her higher moral
capacity, is and ought to be, lef me entreat him to try for a sh‘OI'E
time, (and he will then continue to do 80,) by kindness and aftec-
tion. to draw forth the hidden treasures from the mind and tl?u
- of his wife ; if he have treated her as a mere cipher il:l‘hl’-"i
family, lot him gradually introduce her to trust and responsibility;

as a child, incepable of maturity of mind,

if he have treated her v OppoT- .

P & e ¢ 1 he man
let him now make her as Lis eonfidant, and in the m
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tunities for inference which will then occur, he will soon be
aware how much he has lost by past neglect; and, if he have
treafed her as a tyrant, if he have crushed tth but ’lmlf—uttered
sentiment; if he have satirized her tastes dnd opinions; if, hy
coldness, he have thrown the oft-springing affeetions bacl u‘no-n
her heart, there to wither and to die, or with the woun(f to
rankle and to become gall, let him try, hefore it be too Jate, to
resto.rc sufficient confidence to elicif; opinion; let him then, by
special gentleness, awaken the dormant affection, and, by the
w.a.rmth of his love, perpetuate its low. The unadulterated love
of woman is the greatest boen Heaven itself can, in this world,
bestow on man,

If men do not wnderstand ug, and do not describe
18 88 we are, women have not done much better, they
l?a\rmg looked abroad to see what others have said,
]fg;ﬁ.};?ilﬂm;;lifmg descegded in"ao their own hozoms

i ruth.  Tf Mrs, Ellis is really serious in
husbands ought 1, uSh.C gives married women, their
are surely l.l‘t?le bg;; 3 0 means to feell ﬂnttered, for they
and. got, o wit}lel than greaz Z)cc_bws, to be humo:_re(l

» OF unruly animals, who, having

managed as to be left as little
sickly ]iind‘i?? as. P?F?'sible. j.&way with
: L recognition | It is no won-

» and stupid, and imbecile,
Tod d follies, and malke pets of
a thousaﬁd?; (13;1 errors. Men and women
2PN hz_wea_in order tq g od more courage than they
l'eCOngnze her wh - fo{;eamh carnestly for Truth, and

Tt is doubtfy] ; nd,

done much to ady

women have reall
ance publie 26 ’

timent in regard to

GENIUS INCLUDES ALL ATTRIBUTES. 87

us, for many write, not from their own convictions,
't:ut evidently to flatter the opinions of men, and thus
little has been gained from them. Miss Edgeworth
shows the prosy fingering of her father throughout
her worls, Mrs. Hall says, after a glimpse at the
noble ones of our kind, “still the woman would have
Been huppier had she continued enshrined in the privacy
Cyc. domestic love and domestic duty, so perfectly 1s she con-
stituted for the cares, the affections, the duties, the blessed
duties of unpublic life.?

If Mrs. S, €. Hall really thought this—really be-
lieved that a human being is happier for holding the
greater part of its nature in abeyance, she ought her-
8elf never to have written—she should have buried
her fine talents, and shut out from hereyes all the
freshness and froedom of vision which help to make
our life g well-spring of happiness.

Miss Porter says that “Madam de Stael often
Praised my revered mother for the retired manner in
which she maintained her little domestic establish-
ment;” vet, it would be preposterous to suppose thab
the gifted sybilof Coppet had any hankering for this
half vitalized existence. There is nothing in the na-
ture of things to prevent a woman, howevgr mngu_lﬁ-
cently endowed with genius, (indeed I‘ believe gemus
must involve this,) from possessing 1n the 111g116;b
degrec all the attributes of tenderness supposed_to F:’

and to exercise them also 11 the
provided always, that she
and adjudgt?d
That 15

inherent in her sex,
most harmonious manuer, "
is recognized in her individual capacity,

by the laws that belong to her beTpOSlEs
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if she be a Nightingale, shall be recognized as guch
and treated as such—if a nice Biddy, exultant over
the commonest manifestation, let her be recognized as

- such—but do not attempt to convert the sonlful har-

fiitiies of the oms dato fis every-day cackle of the
other; do not take the lark from heaven’s gate an_d
condemn it to silence and the dim earth. Nature is
£all of harmonies, and life is full of blessedness when
we are able to recognize these. “ There is one glory
of the sun, another of the moon, and one star differeth
from another star in glory.”  Why should we not
with clear vision see the differences that exist in our
56X as well as in the other, and frame our judgment
in accordance ?

If any woman of genius is so untrue to herself as to

say she should have been happier as an in-door, pains-
taking, fireside woman -

; careful for the small savings
of a hmls?hold, holding the rod in terrorem over un-
ruly urchins, an up in the morning early, to scold
e _sgnfal}ts, her nature satisfied with this ordinary
?_ﬂmil}esmtm“ of sex, she is from some cause disquali-

m{; Ok the holdmg of God’s beautiful and abundant
%efs?l Teverent stewardship—she is the Jew, better
lm ‘%te;ic“ ]'t]; the Wworship of Apis than the sublime
Fy‘_ SO chovah, looking to the flesh-pots of
42 ]_)t—, and tl]l'lli]_]cr fl'DITI_ n h -
Tt 1t & g e heavenly manna.
e understood Id ; )
affections, the o » L do mot disparage the home
only wi-ﬂ; to ;;rde of home duties, God forhid! I
i 25 X
Cilt'tﬂmt We must not bhe limited to
5t and ought to e true to the tal-

these; that we ™
ents commj
ommitted ¢ our keeping_ T€5%t. oircle has

o

VITAT, ATMOSPHERE. 89

been ordained in a limited sphere, fill it joyously—if
in a larger, take up its glorious burdens nobly, and
bear them to the throne of the Eternal, Every crea-
ture is happy in its own atmosphere. ILet us find
wherein our great strength lies, and break the withes
of custom, if need be, to assert our power; let us arise
from the cords of bondage unscathed, lest we find our-
selves, from too long slumnber, feeble and blind, and
covered with scorn, our beautiful fabric of life reeling
to its fall.

The woman with but the one talent is praiseworthy
for putting it to acecunt—and she with the ten is
culpable for their neglect. That word happiness has

a most weale and undefined meaning, as ordinarily

used—exemption from grief and solicituds is one
meaning ; and to very many, enough to eat and drink,
and “civilly merry” friends, is another; success in
trade, ““to swing upon a gate all day,” irresponsibility,
as in the slave, &c., &e. Now, one must be infinitely
wealc and inconsequential in his reason, to say that
any or all of these bring happiness. No, that can
have no law, except as it springs from the construc-
tion of the being itself. There is something beyond
these externals, that imparts it, and this something les
™ the bosom of the Infintte Father, who calls uUpon us to
be like Ilim, perfect in our being, and to grow in the
erace of all its harmonies. We must and will feel the
stirrings of a great nature if it be great, and we are
happy only as we obey its monitions. We are 110;3
happy in a half life, a half utterance; for the wealt c;
struggles for its power; the smothered fire burns an

fia iy RLLAASE ,‘,_..,_.....’m._“f-—-a—l
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consumes till it find room for its healthful glow. A
thousand women are ill-natured and miserable, .nof-
from positive ills about them, but {rom compl‘C_SSl_Oﬂli
they have that within, demanding space and llldll. i
gence, and they pine for its freedom—the laws of th‘?;e
life are not comprehended, and they sink to unbecl11
complaints, only because there is no voice to call thecllo
forth to freedom and light. When I say freedoni, ’I '

not mean the violation of any one ordering of socl.eijj’-
I say, reverence these—but awake to the G'ro'd-h;‘é’,hﬁ
within you, and follow its guidance. It is his 1_““”
€ven in the externga] world, to bring all creations 111;GO
% appropriate sphere—the dews of the mountalll
even tire of jtg isolation, and mount upward 0 the
sky, where they rejoice in the rainbow—the geed
oCeles mightily in the dark earth, for the green

sonf and the Deautiful blossom lio folded within, call

1135%11’01: 5 light—the worm sickens at the dust of it$
high:;al{ﬁ‘efor the Wings Of_ the butterfly call for ('1%
from wighi, eric e“:el'y where the great voice of GO

‘ S “where art thou?” and yet we bide
; angd fin

eXcuses for our fear and our in-
Hereafte

why the 3 Progress
ledgeq g4 e °f woman shouig not be acknow-
e disordey na Ot‘bo.x‘: indeed, when we consider
Seem that }q, Voievena.hty Prevailing there, it would
et e f;cinay be the great element needful
}ewp t_ac.le Of the king Gg ki dropping a ticket into a
FCmIninity . ghe mig]:\t g:sn?ettol?foktﬁizm_c;ou_f_ Eﬁ her

' with little or

T, in the

of ¢ eason
Nfluenge events, I see no res
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110 commotion, and return in conscious dignity to her
1101133]101(1, and there infuse a braver cheer, and instill
into the Immature judgments of those committed to
her care nobler lessons of life. Shakspeare’s Portia
18 not the less engaging at Bellmont for having plead
the cause of her friend with lawyer-like sagacity. In
Europe the fashion of Queens has made it not an
infrequent thing for a woman to spealk in legislative
halls, and Victoria’s domestic abilities seem not the
least impaired by her occasional appearance there.
But in our country, where it might be supposed a
certain degree of courage would Iceep hand-in-hand
with reform, men appear to think the worst disasters
would befall them by even discussing the question. If
a woman does so, she is met, not as a thinker—one
capable and willing to consider abstractly a question
of human good, which can be of no possible advantage
to herself, for she will be long in her grave hefore her
views would be acknowledged, if at all—but she is
met by unmanly strictures upon her sex, and foolish
flings at “female politicians.,” Pardon the phrase, it
is a quotation—T recognize only the appropriate term
of woman. But this is aside from my subject.

Our right to a full life—to the exercise of full life—
1s the foundation of a plea—not that of the nursery
and kitchen merely—not that of the luxurious saloon,
the haunts of fashion merely—for disguise it as men
and women may, this perpetual adulation, this foster-
ing of our pettiness, our vanity, our love of luxury: !
1s but the mode of holding us in the pupilage of v
—Trecognizing only our relation in one aspect of i

eguiatdeeisiiss
SRR R
B
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and ignoring all other claims, T do not undervalue

the harmonics of love—every woman owes much of

the graces of her lifs to these—the affections are all
holy and beautiful, buut the Iaws of these are as diverse
as the mental character of their owners; and while to
some they may be all, to others, however strong, they
are bub the framework, the foundation of a great and
harmonioys superstructure.

Chayter Hinth,

The inmost recessas of the soul holy, unless contaminated by an evil life—Public
and private scandal—The inmost law,

Though we shall mise o great storm, and thongh Anti-christ lear away the woman
1'rm'r.1 us, yet the Virgin must continue with us, becanuss we ars married 1o her: lot
E¥ery one {ake his own, and then I shall have that which is mine,—Jacon Bmmes.

THERE is always in every human breast this unecon-
taminated essence, wedded to the soul I wounld believe,
its pure, fresh, undefiled element, more or less power-
ful in its assertion; a mere germ in some, in others a
full vital existence, casting an ethereal veil over the
whole being, and presenting that mimosa sensitiveness
by which it shrinks from obtrusion. Reverencing its
own sanctity, it admits and justifies also all that is
hallowed in the relations of another. This entireness
of heing is a thing that all should assert, whether as
man or woman; and hence, much that T have said in
urging the needs of womanhood, may apply equally
well to the other sex; “let cach claim his own, and
then T shall have that which is mine.”

Men have as yet reached only a tithe of their ri 5_;'111".5
—they are but partially acquainted either with their
own needs or the true dignities of manhood. How
very few of them dare to stand up in the face of GOF:
and each other, and assert, in the language of the g_l‘e:q
Apostle, “all things are lawlul unto me, but all things
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are not expedient "—feeling and knowing the vastness
of the thought involved, and having that groat and
generous nature by which the whole that its laws of
being demand, is all that the fullest humanity is capa-
ble of receiving; yet acknowledging this, is careft!
for the narrower laws of others, who might be inj ured
through his freedom !

Yes, it is most true that the other sex need 2 broader
and more courageous self-exertion, and when they
shall reach this, their sense of justice will be dee})ﬁl_led’
and they will aid wus in the sacredness of our being:
They accuse us, and justly too, of a love of gossip,
petty detraction, and mean curiosity; but do these
charges hold good in our case only? Look at O.m
Ici?“rspapel’s, each one the reflex of the narrow PredJl:
quence in g théil;,u the truth, and of as little tl.:

d, as 1

possih : ;
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this not only makes the case stronger, but spreads the
evil.

Take, for instance, one case in hand—the revolting
al.Jd unmanly curiosity in regard to the details of a
divorce. I take this in preference to any other, be-
cause it involves the interests of my sex. Now, any
one Yvith a mind delicately constituted I will not say,
but in the least broad-cast, in the least just, shrinks
from _such knowledge. It is not an external or com-
mercial wrong involved, one that can be met upon
open and acknowledged grounds; but every one, no
matter how obtuse in nature, feels instinctively that
laws and questions, internal as well as of external im-
Pport, are involved, that flit before the anatomical knife
':_’f public opinion. He feels an instinctive and shud-
dering recoil as these things are flouted before the
public eye, unless he is degraded by a coarse, vulgar
life, requiring this aliment, or cursed with a morbid
(E.lld unmanly cariosity. Deny it as we will, the rela-
tion between the sexes, bringing the souls of two of
God’s creatures into companionship, is in all cases
most sacred to a pure eye. God himself, the framer of
their spirits, and the parties concerned, are to be judge.
(I am talkin g abstractly now; I am not on the
ground of marriage or any of its contingencies.) They
enter the symbolic holy of holies, and he or she who
would remove the veil, profanes the temple of God;
and if evils are involved, that soul must have lost
much of its pureness of modesty that can willingly
male these a subject for gossip, either in a newspaper
or elsewhere; and to say that our sex do this exclu-
sively, when the other has the hardihood to put it in
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. o o s 3. dﬁtﬂils,
print and aid in vitiating public taste by the orbi
o . . i Mhat a1
15 2 most unjust and eruel aspersion. lh’ltI yill not

w . £ % i S ¥
curiosity exists in regard to these subjectb}; rrowid
_ Ath s0
deny in yieldi int, T do so with ? '
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Yet the contrary, I admit, is the ¢ase; Inerf} who
talk s0 myel about t’he deference due to OUF s olly
would seein to raise us to the seventh heavel ¢ nbs
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thus out to profane eyes, and make it the jest, the
by-word and mockery of the base and the unlearned
in life’s heavy and mysterious experiences. Our best
nature is shocked, and the wings of our spirit veil our
coarser vision. The contrary is akin to that perver-
sion found among the lower creations—ithat insane
propensity by which the wild beast, finding one of its
fellows disabled by disease or wounds, falls upon it
and tears it in pieces—not that it designs cruelty, but
suffering is an element foreign to its nature—it is the
voite of something beyond its comprehension. Its
OWn nature is freedom and joy, and exultant vitality;
but here is a brother gifted with a new experience—
his eyes looking forth, lighted with a strange and
unknown fire—it bewilders, it maddens him—his
nstinets are outraged—it has no faculties to compre-
hend, and, in the wildness of its perverted cariosity,
it falls upon the vietim and it perishesin the struggle.
Thus Jesus died b v the blind zeal of those who thought
to do God service, who, out of devotion to the latter,
crucified the incarnate Truth of our humanity. If
thus he perished who was without fault, his followers,
though following him afar off, can expect nothing
better.

There may be great diserepancy of views, in the
world, but who shall say that this or that man is not
obedient to the laws of his being? What is 1t to me
that my neighbor's views are not in accordance with
mine in any one aspect of life? T trustin God he is
in harmony with himself, and so long as he violates
Raug of my rights and none of those appertaining to
society, he is a sacred person to me. If, by any inad-
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just in proportion as they can give piquancy to their
contemptible disclosures, whether by conversation or
public journals.

On this ground, if no other, women should assert
their claim to emancipation from their present circum-
seribed sphere, that they may mobly sustain each
other, and learn that loyalty which now scarcely
exists among us, but to the honor of men is a senti-
ment of vital import with them. It is for the interest
of the other sex to foster the imbecilities of ours; they
lead the way in heaping contempt upon the more
nobly endowed of ours; they are not ashamed to con-
tribute their arts to lower the life of one of our num-
ber, to plunge her into shame and misery, but they
are the first to insist that their wives and daughters
shall be foremost in affixing the stigma upon her; they
are not above advocating one set of opinions at home,
and going abroad and acting from a far different the-
ory; they will take a newspaper for themselves, and
gloat over its infamous disclosures, and provide their
wives and daughters with one of a different stamp (as
they should do—God forbid that they should help to
corrupt the well-springs of life at the family altar:)
but this other paper is often so utterly wealk and twad-
dling, that it affords no just scope to thought, and is
patronized only because it is safe. Look into our
Family papers, as they are called, and see the mere
draining of material that is thought sufficient for the
sex—how utterly mean and vapid they are! and see
if the evil they do by narrowing be not greater than
their supposed conservativeness.

It certainly is better and nobler that a human being

e e e e
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should be allowed the full power that _GOd
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take it up, lest its burden should be heavy, deserves
our contempt; but she who hears the voice of God in
her own soul, and hearing, obeys, is the anointed of
the Lord to a beautiful mission, reverenced in the
heart of humanity, however scorned by the passing
voice. In all this assertion of individual rights, T can-
not, for the life of me, see how one single beattiful
shade of womanhood is to disappear. I do not see
how the voice is to be less gentle and Cordelia-like ;
I do not see how the lovely ministrations of mother,
sister, wile, daughter, are to be any less tender and
engaging : on the contrary, it does seem to me, that
each and all would become invested with a breadth,
anl sacredness, and harmony, now scarcely dreamed
of, because each would be the free-will offering of a
spirit in harmony with itself, whose whole needs
were justly recognized, and who would thence see
clearly the needs of another; who, reverencing its
own nature, relies upon it, trusting in its trath and
fullness, and would thence be better able to appreciate
every aspect of another’s, and deal most sacredly and
justly by it
I'fear, in my great solicitude upon this point, I may
have overlaid ny subject, and therefore have weal-
ened its force; for so truly noble, so God-like and
beautiful, does the ereation of God in ourselves seem
to me, that I plead anxiously for its integrity—I
would help remove the odium cast upon humanity
from the pulpit and the press. I long to see my own
sex side by side with men in every great work, and
free to see the Jj ght, when his vision is dimmed with
the dust of his chaviot-wheels in the mighty race in
which he is engaged.
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a realization. So in the world. Hitherto his career
has Dbeen that of brute force—he has mastered the
world and named all things according to his will—now
he tires of the turmoil, the dust and heat of the con-
test; he is sated with blood and war and oppression,
and longs for the divine companionship of purer and
gentler elements, and the ministration of woman
comes in to gladden the world, needing her gentle-
ness, her singleness of perception, her holiness of love,
and her protective tenderness. As she has been the
formative element in the material world, so is she to
produce the new heavens and the new earth of the
moral world ; hers is to be the great birth of a purer
humanity, that of peace and love and good will; the
embodied new testimony of love, when the law shall
not lie in the prohibition, but in the enactment; when
it shall no more be said, “do not,” but do thou, even
the whole law of love. There are natures even now,
who belong to the new testimony only, who feel that
the external prohibition is an insult to the greater
law inseribed in their own souls, whose lives are
peaceful, harmonious, and very joyful, forthe Liord isin
his Holy Temple, even that of the heart, and nothing
can make them afraid.

Shall we say that, in the long past ages, man has
wilfully oppressed and degraded his companion?
Far from it. Age after age he has done little but cast
aside usages that have survived their needs; grasping
at one time a good, he enforces it by a law, till that in
time becomes a hondage, and he at length finds him-
self a Samson bound by his own locks, or a Gulliver
struggling on the earth by the combined pegs of the
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hood could not, like Hercules at the distalf; feel the
attenuated threads that compassed her being; he has
been too busy in war and toil and legislation, in blood-
shed and persecution and sensuality, to look into the
soul of things; and but for the poets of our kind, who
have kept human tenderness and aspiration alive, we
should have been lost in darkness and brutality.

It is weale and foolish to suppose that man thus
wilfully desired to enslave us. If done at all, it wasg
done in blindness and in ignorance. The instinctive
arrogance of sex may have led him to tyranny, as it
undoubtedly has; and where, in emergencies, either
party must yield in life, the physically strongest will,
of course, prevail. If either must be in the back.
ground, the one least able to withstand brute force
must be the one; but this has grown out of the im-
perfection of the race, not from deliberate intent.
Beauty and genius are easily emaneipated, and hence
we find in all ages beautiful and gifted women casting
a halo over the dark features of an age, and mislead-
g us into the belief that others were equally free;
and these, affluent in homage, intoxicated with adu.
lution, have unconsciously helped to deaden the ery of
the bitter ery of the ignorant and the
oppressed, whose glory was turned to shame, and
whose light had become darkness. Tt is cruel selfish-
ness to fold our hands in idle contempt for the needs
of others, because the Good Father has east our Lnes
in pleasant places.

I confess there is something humiliating in this ery
of Woman's Rights. I am ashamed that man should

have ever made it needful, and feel a sad pity over
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himself the head of ereation thus benighted, we can-
not expect entire justice from him—butwe can, by a
noble exertion of our own true dignities, make him
ashamed to enforce laws which carry with them a
1‘eproacl1 to himself. It seems to me that a man who
goes into a court of law to claim a divorce—-for in-
stance, upon the ordinary grounds, confesses to his own
disgrace, and his own lack of true manliness of char-
acter; so in regard to property, and many crimes even,
where it may be said we suffer the penalties of a state
of things which we had no voice in creating, and
ought of right to be exempt from, and there iz an
intrinsic meanness in exposing us to the conditions.
There is a certain conventional code, often unjust and
oppressive, which women recognize in their inter-
course with each other, and the tenacity with which
they insist upon its observance argues a strong ability
in them to keep all laws which they may be instru-
mental in making.

There is something in the spirit of the age inviting
to action, not thinking merely—and often do we hear
women say, “I feel a desire to do something beyond
my present sphere—to act—L am tired of endurance
merely.” To such we would say solemnly, tenderly—
Up and do—it is the voice of God, it may be calling
you to a divine work. She thab feels a latent power
within her calling her to action, is culpable for her
neglect to obey the voice. Mistakes, 'fiuilures,_must
and will ensne—what then? it is something to have
attempted great things—if the motive be pure, it 1is
godlike, and good will come of it. Vanity, preten-
sion, soon find their level, but the great and holy aim
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?feilflilflielm?rps her_ pl ace. Thesx‘a . for.cgoue. types
preludes to this—beautiful in their day
T‘OI‘ tolerated as the best the world afforded. Some-
ELD%HEOEHDOMG; 13}01*@ full, is required now. Now
reflective Iwoman. must be more e.nlurged-—mqre
1ve, contemplative, and more loving even. Her
tenderness has a broader field, even as her thoughts
have; she is capable of more; she feels the stirring
of more within her self, and feels a stirring to action
to0—for all power is vital, and wherever it may be
lodged, it will out at some time.
. Such being the case, it is uscless to talk of restrict-
Ing women in the action of their faculties. In our
age, unless the woman of intellect—(for the type is
Maturing itgelf to that development which is highest
and most beautiful)—unless she is allowed the free
exercise of her talents, is far more lonely and wretched
than her poor sister of a bygone age, who toiled be-
cause her soul as well as body was in bondage, or the
]%&ﬂdsome Dame, who moved the Queen of Beauty,
1181;&111113‘ with proud grace to the songs of her admir-
ers. These were content, for the day-star of better
T-hings had not risen unon them ; but the woman of
onr day is not content, becanse gshe sgees a newer and
better light, and she reads the hs,-udwr%tin o upon the
wall, which says: “Thou art '.vei.ghed.m the balance
and found wm;ting‘,” and therefore she is ready to cast

her whole being, her thought, her aspiration, all into
the seale of public g-ood, and in being frue to herself,
corld’s destinies.

become true to the W
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nplicit submissionn :
what she promigeg
for—and what ig in

W

i
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The above is taken from the columms of a news-
ﬁil:; l‘ifct?iot lénoxf .its origin. On' the surface 1t
. 10;1 f) _godlmess; hgt look into the soul of
shallow C;ezni lt 153N BRI BT at_once coarse and
of the ¢ 1"ue. O_C,fl“ngng the ]_3051-131011 of a -bZE‘lde “lS noE 11-.]1&1;
NEGE: o wife, ut only so in COnvent.lOTl::l.llty . They
ol el? in ‘SOL.ﬂ and sent}ment,. ]Fuowmg no cou-
Whieh}m r;\‘cepil, the ]1_3t111‘&l .lnﬁrmlhes of humanity,
inn Ocu;ublmf I‘?*fe "“811? as with a mantle, and ‘reuders
the este e t is her énterest to preserve and increase

steem and love of her husband.” Now true love
never stands knocking at the door of znterest. Tt opens
by .ﬂm crystal gates of pure translucent sympa.thy,
which if imperfect nothing can retrieve. Iivery wise
man or woman will give head to his or her heart, for
out of it are the issues of life; but to expect & woman
t{f go about with a half suppressed breatl, anr;_l an eye
vigilantly watching the face of her liege lord, lest she
should err in her duty, is transforming her into a cow-
ard or a slave. * Perfect love casteth out fear,” and
those whose souls are in harmony need no such care-
ful guarding.

We are s:;m the extract was written by some petty
tyrant of a man, or SOMe subservient woman, not out
of the heart of truth, whose words admit of justice to
man and woman. ' The iudividutality of each 18 &
great law of God, and a WO]?’!ELH is better when she

acts out of her own sponmmety, tenfo?d, ﬂalrf[n ‘xghin
she attempts t0 conform 10 auy:luj:or‘y.D ; 1e1] ‘uf;
is to share and soothe his cares, &e. uty ! why

i8 the SpOl‘lt’mCOH‘% 1 action and Pl‘].Vllege
E el L = ?

the natura -
of her soul, not her cold duty; sheé the true wile,
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does not sav “it i

heart tzz;:es al]z;;in} datys” the. law of God in her
and sacred relation. view than this, a more intimate

Here i
ods ;z:;i‘;’:}:)%; ;\re know not from whom extraci-
aught we know. rhn P?med by Socrates himself, for
b hermmosh who might have felt himself ] ustified
his Ximtipp; _ 1;&'61114 laws to govern the conduct of
shrewd think(;r “.]i"ﬂﬂ-? have becn. penned Dy S0me
or appendage t(; c(I Ci mgal'd@'d o wife as an adjective
or woman t:m mbl)m ?]tmlm.hty ] but certainly no mat
L Wl‘ite‘in }chls e.—‘? 10‘01c1‘ng into the truth, would
standing of ever .“}Ibe.‘ o e insult to the under
reproach to her \Eo IOI.LeSt_mmded wife, and 2 coverb
designed onl .m&llll‘ood, unless, indeed, the writer
y a piece of well-concealed irony-

I{T
HE GOOD WIFE
A FE commande . } y .
ter, by constantly obeyi dL_,L]I her husgband in any erual mat-
what the English .lib} ing him. Tt was always ohzerved thab
French regained 0? t?lcdﬂof the French in battle, by valor, the
: C L is T 2 v
L.FP husband shonld chan n?h:h’ by cunning, in treatics. So, 1l
dice his wife's rigl ance by hi i e B . :
, 1111.-; wife's right, she w; ¥ : iis power, in his passion, to preju-
omnlying, 1 A Flae o :

Plying, to rveciily it agair ,,y knoweth, by Compouudmg and

dgain.,

This :

5 certainl

: ANy must b .

an L st he L .

in his right senses designed ag a sarcasil, no

of cunning, subterfy s would recomnmend the pmctiec
1ge, and crafi, in the sanctualy of

home, Su
b 1'(315; s ;
maimed upon Golg’ls the 1{1}ring of the halt el ihe

counte : s altar _
i enance his owy j “-,.n:nd the man who would
n such a double-hay 11”l1bcczlht}.— by desiring to be -
consequences of : ded manner, d ;
s of hig folly. A , deserves the worst
- Again:

She
She never crog
szefll Iy
er =
hugband in (e spring-tir £l
2 gpring-time of lus at=
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ger, but stays il
stays till it be .
1 ¢ ebbine water, AT :
he matter, not so much 1 o water.  Aud then mildly she argues
o condemn him, as to acquit herself.

She 1\13[3) mp T
nE ps llOm i & y 1
e ; t 1 HY
] ]f qh(., }lﬂ Fo 10 er sl lld‘S COomE any or

leay
ave for her
or pate
patent to go abroad. Tor the house is the \WODIAI'S

centre,

Slll‘
31}7 or
1 7 #
servant C’)I' mZ would suppose this were advice to a
S ! réenary < . i i
1¢S it of 41l wobie ‘} housekeeper, 80 entirely devoid
‘The house it Llri trust, and buoyant heart-yielding.
> 18 the w ' cantre - . =
upon her capacity v §111a11 s ct,ntlre " that must depend
house: ghe 1‘ v, and the relation she occupies in the
: 8he ms :
Pends upon ﬂmy orJaag. not centre there; mueh de-
he kind of yoke-fellow appointed her
ostly, and she malkes plain
t. She is none of
ety of suits every
sar, were o be

Her o

clothes ar

cloth o he es are rather comely than ¢
s velvet

our dajint 1L1\‘~L: by her handsome wearing i

day new y.I;‘.l[t,ﬂeSr who love to appear in varl

o , 43 if o good gown, lik o =
used but, onee oood gown, lile a stratagett in

nﬂrfx]\tieniri dlause of the above i beautifw:ﬂ and true,
wlioss s the f'l.ll force of fmture to a hne. \.\rf)m:m,
erace unm'_tlﬁcml bearing is a better oxhibition of

ace and dignity, than the most studied adornment

can ever
1 ever produce.
Especially she i

ill notb divulze.
isest, she

1f he he none of the
but seldony and

es off with greab

(;n:};rl husband’s Eect:ets sh'elw
80 ,] to _("0“03511 hig infirmities:

orders it that he appeds on
then he hath conned his part 50 W€
ap]‘l&usQ

Tn her hnshand’s &
lla-rt-l_‘,r" that she may not di
not af leisure to scem S0

he public stage
11 that he com

thon she shows;
tlv becanse she is
he the more

foels more griel
1 hiny, and par
ful, that she may

ickness ghe
shearie
aoTTOW

serviceable.
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The heavi
aviest worlk =
and seasonahl (fll‘ 'OF ]%“ servants she maleth light by orderly
a preferment y enjoying it. Wherefore her service 13 aceounted
, and her teaching better than Ler wages.

Here t i
dioe 5 t-]lle writer breaks from the mistiness of preju-
, and speaks with the wisdom of Ulysses—that 2

Cuonrlugion.

i [ 30
| if he be n
| O ; 4 % i
| touching t ?}f Oj; the wisest,” hath a quainb honesty
| 0 the heart. TE : ;
| _ ! . Je wisdom and forecasting
| of the wife i 2 Sod §
§ 1Ie 18 w T i : od iz {3 )
| st g ell I‘C(‘,Ogl’llzed, and P]a_ced upon a 1‘lght e searcher of hearts, as o vevealer—He did
T very true L2: L P .. : tempt o did not impart fucullies i
¥ true wife is anxious that her husband It and delude, but for chedient and enlightencd 1‘:51310 BRISIE
an 1%k, oy
v what .
at T know at present for a memorial to myself, yeot God knows

; should acauit ki
i e cquit himself well with his fellows, B
|| . S]_]_periaolitm(?n’ and 1s even I'Cfl.d_}r to vc]_]_ her own E?:l What
: ALY
:l | world woyt]_ﬁ order that he may do his devoir 1D the ey
| T Uy— ~ 1 4T E 5 I
| y—nor is this consciousness inconsistent Trrs aq) ]
acknowledgment of 1 L
S of the old l\:fystlc is both

with the :
most wife-1il; .
wife-like tenderness and devotion. VO g7 modest and 1lend
] - easing. 1 pres he tr S
inspirat; P o and presents the true key to

d 1O . % 3 -
n. Did men follow this fine example of

| H ;
- admire an i
an intell ) . )
respect integrit ect, but that never wins our love; W¢
TG 5 M i .
alth fegrity, but that does not insure affection, Writing ¢
ough it is a e ting for g : )
easier to s noble base for the structure—1it 15 Sind e memorial, as thoughts flow into the
say what ; y rather than as th 1 i
love of a woma loes not, than what does Wi the see what sect an as they now do, casfing about to
An—genui : at sect, o S be affecte :
character, but genuineness goes far, with o genl terance, wa < r dogma, will be affected by the ub
art soeg E where a woman is not herself gruthful But 1] , we should have clearer exponents of truth.
goes fur ] i ¥ ' o 13 :
i coniel. ther with pe ] . 18 time must come when people will feel ashamed
won by 1er than I 1 ghe 18 to wp
Yy addresy an genulneness, and s rte except fr the deepest nroenci £ the soul
certain Tess, when fruth wou o S and pt from the deepestiio ies of the ;
el manliness, g, dash would be insufficleh®= i % then only as reverent advocates for the reveal-
Shie o T“,ﬂSculme Wome ; or even effeminancy in tho ] 1&’?]]:.1 t of what must be true from the nature of things.
=5 'LO]’ ? W.' n: or, to ﬂ. B 13 J ne / o 1. - - ' R T ks
ill att Ty 1e partics, e n the world shall exact this fidelity of spirit, We
. attach D : o : ; i
| -_ ften apparent contrarieties. " shall advance infinitely faster 17 the scale of being,
' and realize that period when * there is nothing hid-
‘-1(-3]1 that shall not be reveéﬂed.” That th.is is to l.ae
lltemlly anderstood there can Pe no question, but in
ad_mitting this, we must examine upon what the as-

| 1] >

|

|8 ' o . i, - in the ver, nature of

(i sertion is baged. , Thers 1 that o ‘y utie

il our spiritual essence: by which we desire S d}

Al ' frankness, exemption from all that Joceit, soerecy al
=

i .,;M
g

he willed i
cd in i s 4
it, which in soma measure is hid from mysalf.—Jscon

ine
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dar rhi i

¢ hknes.s, }’. hich charaecterize a tortuous path. These

hings limit and impede its

e o pede its movements, therefore the
g, healthful, and pure spirit rejects them. It fol-

lows th i
en that this passage recognizes this nature of

the spiri .

11;(; ;EE; :(f Jiﬂf’i-ﬂfbut in recognizing him thus it does
Wi b o 11‘m in the shape of a scourge to terrify
full Wha.ijeveow COW"’"“UJ" life, as if it said “ be care-
yor sy stem{ 3’_‘1“ flo will at some time be Lknown;
ness, but Gocd w:rlﬂ(l) ?TECTS} and bide }’Ourse]f. in dark-
achionsupontie h BEE Fom Ol and proclaim your
s & ousetops, for men and angels to hear,

7 v‘]f’ﬂwel‘“’hehn you with shame.”

will jlot Egﬁzv(lf ]Ehls faith. W'h.en God created me, I
& ot desios e best.o?\red a single power which he
i ;:L 1‘1;6 16'g1t-1mately to use. I do not be-
I do not bé]ié TGL 1& single emotion except for good.
any or all of E]fe;-e meant I. should dwarf or starve
aliment. T do noteb b]p a denial c?f their appropriate
tions should withep ke lle_des_lgned. that my affec-
die out by the in du]tn selfish inaction, my gentiments
becon}e belittled b -ﬁenf}e_ of Su?DSLmIJty? or my reason
of sclence. I bEIi-): usyImg }tSclf at the loop-holes
departments of Lj i he designed all these several
rently, gratefully ,S- gifts to me shounld be used reve:

lessly into the 12;’03(;1y01181y"_ﬂmt I should enter fear-

ed; blessing hip E;, 1 b‘?&utlful domain thus present-

abusing them, T dor his gifts, and using them, not

ﬁmlﬂ_’ﬁ}r of self-love 11?_31013 believe, when he placed the

looking forward to 1. _Wa}f bct\\rcen earth and heavel,

world of thonghy leh(? tis high and beautifal in the

» and upward into the true and

ennobling in :
sent }
tment, fortifying it with firmness t0

ORDER AND HARMONY. 117

stand to its dictat :
T e 131;(:)8{ flanking it with conscientiousness,
‘\’rhat seems just m:c{ld ‘“"]1&13 to L‘IO, but prompted to
backwarg oo B c goo.d. This selfhood looking.
Ward of human 1e affefztzlous, all lying in the rear-
and 1ib61~t5.- l{id {‘,}Tes; blind children calling for light
van ; Whion L den from reason, but following in her
tion ig upon Eee. that. the very base of my organiza-
F'Gwhole stru O: e,‘ which works its way up through
ing; when I ‘; ure, Sitl.‘Ugglin g, vitalizing, and ascend-
Phren(ﬂooi(:au. Tee this, not only philosophically but
ing the &;ex obf ) itl.'ld that in the centre of all, crown-
that leags et this sc_ml—of—man pyramid, i a faculty
of an ey 010 worship, invites me to the recognition
a, ha‘l‘mou. rna , All-powerful, Infinite—I see in all this
Th en Seci;a& IIE).eauty, ‘that fills me with wonder.
not gq beliﬁ?let LS, I “rll.l not so misinterpret, I will
Dosing thas 1] ﬂt 6_ vast 1(1(:3&j of a Godhead, by sup-
of my being 'i?bef ery qualities that male up the sum
me“‘pit-mﬁs‘ ?LO ¢ emgged as so many traps to surprisé
drawyn g nto which I may stumble, an d then he
Ao ml and held up for the contempt or abhor-
N mthen- and z.mgels. -
Slu‘ed’l rt er I bchelve the Infinite Faﬂ‘mr
the }1 1\\?1]{}}; he smd-—-”Y? may eat of th
gl\mt;%mlt'?ll’ and the prohibition Was tol t
atification of any or all. The tree of Jenowledge
stood midway; a step beyond drives Us into the un-
Certain wilderness of doubt and darkness. In our

lnteg'-‘ity we stand poised in our own Unity, & Law,
order; we find ourselves

meant as-
o fruits of
he undue

a Life, There is MO dis Ive
. G sica
compounded of elements, mental, moral, physicals

it is for us to know

each with appropriate Taws, and
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them and obey them. We are in the midst of biﬂi
endowed as we ourselves are endowed, and them:llve-s
laws of our own being demand ] ustice to oyl;ﬁnge
and justice to our neighbors. We cannof Jnt o

either law without disorder and pain, and I mo® ‘uly
will believe that the Infinite Creator 1ooks be%uiwn
upon his creature who thus obeys the laws of his s
nature, and reverences those appertaining to e\q -
other. I will not believe he is groping iL} Conim; t0
ensnare him ; rather has he made the spirtt 1656

be joyful in light and freedom ; and we may sﬂP].
coerce, and debase it, yet will it ery might!
space.

The soul was compounded by Eternal Truth, © the
V\fﬂl seek to its origin; it searches I'estle:':‘sl_y: fo_l the
Tight way, and it will be revealed, even as il-rol'll
]‘lOusetopS; there is nothing that shall be hidden e
. Its own elements deimnd a clear, tmﬂsljﬂlfllo
‘i:;(_’_s_lijilli ;g 1t denies the darkne%;s——it_ rej c(,ts ](;1';

S in the grief it languishes in disor¢

but light anq : ; its
: g Jo 3 : squty, OPeR
wings heaven Iharmony: aud Restl £l 1t

from unfaj); ward; crown it with peace, and

W’e d;gwmg Wells of life and beauty. )
him carefig] O?‘? the idea of a God when we 111&1»‘31
hairs may 1, the petty details of our existence:{{?}-‘l

» and a sparrow may nO

) his notice, but that notice *

0d petty cavilling—he loves the
© 8Ven if its robes are soiled in the
: ns to ]-1?:::3;0 he loves the vitalized creature
hy, for hig return gjy

earnest ang the {p
conflict of evolits
who retuy

LIt

80N, e : £
M, even with a short patrimo

Owg ¢t 1 G Kt
he has come to himself;

HSIN NO MORE. 119

that is, to the laws of his being, and therefore into

(=] 4
tearer relation to God. The man who gathers up his

Tobe, and scarcely dares touch the highway lest his
garpmuts be soiled, is little likely to win a noble race;
X‘\'hﬂe hewho presses on, although a fold or two of his
Yobes may trail in the dust, will, at length, reach the
goal strong ang trinmphant, with enough of uBSt:l-i]l(.i‘d
80odness about him to compensate for the slight dis-

o1y el‘%—'for h(—) is a live man,—-—tr'l.le a.lld SteadfaSt, a,nd
Courageoys,

fi There is g pettiness in our code of morals not to be
r?un_fl I the teachings of Jesus or 1;]1.(3 Prophets.
heir denunciations were not uttered against any c_)‘l?e-;.
Jonest, hearty human manifestion, but against inj L'LSLI;J;
T every shape ; against pride of wealth or place, &

v : . iorht mis-
ypoexi e axbs. Men mig
I ¢y in all s many ga cesses, but

talk ; : f ex
'11\}:; the way, they might be gty 2 £ oppres:
while t]es o ih ors of ignorance, ol OF
" 1ese were the errors g ot condemn-
3 o - 24 rH A L
800, or passion, he might pitys b‘_ﬂ',_lcr Gospel was
ese were the dead which the I e_fg’lf 111]].1:(;: compassion
t0 raise to the true life—the sick WhIC 1-1 tue even to the
B i Z 1. _mpariing Virtie _
of Jesus, diffused in health Utnphmlﬂ—tho blind restored
o0 hes : T
e ntient te world-wide hat
se] u1p like the hart, and tc{
g ea) o anc
the lame made %© J1-tops of freedom and
i T ot aq, COI-
bound like the roc VPO was not that of 2¢

age i
o o 1angudg 1ot they ¢tsinnec
iruth. To these it f l'eijudl.')’ care that T':h }1 hecome
: ; Rk of k& . had eivel -
dcmmng judge, but il light he l.m.d_ D}ed im o
no more;” made not 5 sewly Tevens ~hed
y Holating s is vaguely preacate
darkness, by ¥ b hich gomuet £ It is the
. : i o W
Yes, the sin abol
Lo 3

; 1 h1s oGk
ig the violation pfitins

hem of hig garments,
10 sight—the deaf made
Monies

t light within us.
0
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he light in God's temple, that we may
ments of his laws, all violations of

aled, as from the house-tops of our

TWe must look within to learn these laws, and
go forth in holy obedience. Tidden in our inmost be-
ing are they, yet they chall be revealed. They have

to be heard reverently, and to

cach a still small w«ou,e
« Know thyself” was the inscrip-
selves

putting out of t
not see the require
which shall be reve

being.

be obeyed joy fully.
tion upon an ancient temple—and to Jcnow our
God’s will and way-

is to learn

THE END.




